From: john makokha [mailto:jmakokha2000@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 19, 2007 8:33 AM
To: steve@othersheep.org
Subject: Re: United Methodist Church divided of LGBT full inclusion
The United Methodist Church is a divided denomination struggling to find consensus in a church characterized by freedom of opinion. 

The divergent views of United Methodists are illustrated in the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church. 

While on the one hand it states that "We recognize that sexuality is God’s good gift to all persons. We believe persons may be fully human only when that gift is acknowledged and affirmed by themselves, the church, and society" and affirms that "Homosexual persons no less than heterosexual persons are individuals of sacred worth. All persons need the ministry and guidance of the church in their struggles for human fulfillment, as well as the spiritual and emotional care of a fellowship that enables reconciling relationships with God, with others, and with self," it goes on to also state that "homosexual practice is incompatible with Christian teachings,"

and forbids "self-avowed practicing homosexual clergy"

as well as same-sex union ceremonies by United Methodist clergy. The Book of Discipline also calls for civil laws defining marriage as a union between one only man and one woman.

As in the USA, the United Methodists struggle with differing views on the issue. The Derby Conference in

1993 passed a series of Resolutions which still stand, but which seem to some people to point in opposite directions. However it is the clear decision of the Church to hold together in charity despite our differences. 

During 2007 a consultation is taking place to see whether or not there is a mind to re-visit the Derby Resolutions. These resolutions affirm sexuality as a gift from God and declare that promiscuous, exploitative or demeaning sexual practices are unacceptable. They re-affirm the Church's traditional teaching on sex and marriage, but at the same time affirm and celebrate the participation of gay men and lesbian women in the Church. 

We have also the next United Methodist Church General Conference to be held in April 2008, where the issue of gay men and lesbian women in the church shall be revisited. The voting pattern will determine whether these type of people can be allowed to minister in the church. A lot of opposition has been coming from the central conferences in Africa.

I hope all goes well.

God bless you.

Rev. John Makokha 
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