-----Original Message-----

From: john makokha [mailto:jmakokha2000@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Monday, January 21, 2008 8:01 AM

To: steve parreil

Subject: Fwd: Re: APPEAL FOR SOS

Dear Steve,

I have managed to trace this e-mail and this was the

one addressed to the Bishop's office.

I NEVER got a positive response todate!!!

God bless you.

Rev, John Makokha

-----Original Message-----

From: john makokha [mailto:jmakokha2000@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Monday, November 05, 2007 9:05 AM

To: connectionalministries@yahoo.com

Subject: Re: APPEAL FOR SOS

Dear Brother Samuel Suuti,

Greetings from Nairobi!

We are disturbed as a family as we reluctantly decide to send to you an appeal as our Director of Connectional ministries in our Annual Conference. This is a follow-up as per our telephone conservation on the same agenda. 

We have a lot of tears flowing from both our eyes and hearts because of the pain we are going through at the moment. We have endured a lot of horrible embarrassments and humiliation due to non-payment of our house rent. We have arrears as from June 2007 due to lack of salary in my responsibilities in church. I have no salary as a pastor. I have no salary as the Assistant director of communications in the East Africa Annual Conference. However, I have been working as though I had a salary since this is God’s work. 

But even God's workers need also to meet their basic bills!

Let me just give you one example; Our landlord-Christian Learning Materials Centre (CLMC) have declared to take us to court, and evicting us and withholding our household items. This is going to be a big humiliation for us and the ministry of UMC we are doing in the slums of Nairobi and the desk of United Methodist Communications. We are still praying for His divine intervention and provision so that the worst does not happen!

If there is no other intervention, we are likely going to end up in the streets as a homeless family,  homeless ministers and homeless communicator of the UMC in a couple of days.

As a family, we need your prayers and timely intervention since my wife and daughters are depressed because of this situation in our life. I am afraid this may psychological affect their lives.

I have made this appeal, with the conviction that according to OT, Priests and Levites said that the one who works in spiritual ministry should be supported in his labors.

I have made this appeal, with the conviction that in Matthew 10:10, our Lord Jesus taught about the support for the Christian worker; that the laborer is worthy of his hire. 

I have also made this appeal with the conviction that in Cor. 9:6-14, Paul showed that it was in order for the Lord’s servant to be supported by the church of God.

Just like Paul, as a family we have suffered and endured hardships so that “the ministry is not discredited”. 

But my family is cracking which is the seat of my ministry.

Thanking you in advance for listening to me and your timely intervention.

God bless you as you steer the connectional table.

We love you.

By His cross,

Pastor John & Anne and Children

Riruta United Methodist Church, Nairobi.

