	 

Other Sheep East Africa, January 30, 2008
Keeping you informed about happenings significant to LGBTs of faith in East Africa

 

 



	

	Faith-based LGBT/allies communities and individuals give $1,150.00 since the Jan 17 first mailing for United Methodist Kenyan minister Rev. Makokha of Nairobi.
An additional $327.00 is needed by Feb. 1
Your credit card donations made on line today will go to meet the Feb. 1 deadline.
Rev. Makokha and wife Anne
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With your credit card, you can make a donation today of $10, $20, $40 . . . any amount.  Your gift will be applied to the Feb. 1  deadline. 
 

NOTE:  We use PayPal.  You do NOT have to have a PayPal account to make a donation with your credit card.
Urgent, immediate financial help needed for back rent due by Feb. 1st.  Household goods to be confiscated.

When you make a donation by credit card, please inform Steve Parelli at sparelli2002@yahoo.com
 

Make an online donation today of any amount for Rev. John Makokha, and your gift will go to help meet the Feb. 1 deadline.

 

Rev. John Makokha receives no monies from his denomination (UMC) because of his outspoken position on the full inclusion of LGBTs within the church. 

_________________________

 

UMC DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT (Nairobi/Mombasa district) WRITES LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION:  " . . . WORKING AS A NON-STIPEND MINISTER  . . . HE IS A PRO LGBT CLERGY . . . ANY ASSISTANCE ACCORDED HIM TOWARDS HIS SUPPORT SHALL BE WELCOME." Rev. Carol Alois Osos, District Superintendent
________________________

  
PRESIDENT of KENYA DIASPORA PRO-DEMOCRACY MOVEMENT Writes Letter of Recommendation:   "I recommend him highly on the basis of his academic and spiritual qualifications and the zeal that he has exemplified over the years in promoting awareness over LGBT issues among students, staff and faculty members. I recommend him highly for attending to, discussing and supporting LGBT issues on a daily basis. I recommend him highly in the area of community involvement, church activity and productivity, since he planted two healthy churches during the years he has worked in the schools and in the church. He has also overseen the planting and growth of many others."  Gerald Baraza, President
______________________
 

February 1 he must pay an amount of $1,477.00 for six months of past due rent.  He currently is short $327.00.  Other Sheep has raised $1,150.00 through two e-mailings since January 17. We hope to raise the additional $327.00 through this, the third mailing.  Can you help?
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(Rev.*) Steve Parelli, MDiv 
                              Executive Director
                              Other Sheep
                              *Defrocked by a local Baptist congregation 
                              Email:  sparelli2002@yahoo.com 

What follows in this eNews:
· Additional information on Rev. Makokha, UMC Kenyan pastor
· MCC of Region 4 Collects over $4,200 for relief for Kanyan clergypersons
· Rev. Kimindu, Anglican priest, needs regular financial support
Rev. John Makokha, UMC (United Methodist Church),  Nairobi,  Kenya 
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Above Photo:  Rev. John Makokha and wife Anne

Email:
jmakokha2000@yahoo.com
 

 

The following information (in addition to the two personal references above) is provided to help you know and assess Rev. John Makokha's situation:
· Rev. Makokha lives on the grounds of Nairobi Evangelical School of Theology.  His landlord is Christian Living Materials Center. 
· Rev. Michael Kimindu (Anglican minister) has visited the offices of Makokha's landlord and confirmed the amount due  CLICK HERE; Rev. Michael Kimindu has visited in the home of Rev. Makokha, has worked with him in ministry, confirms that Rev. Makokha is pro-LGBT in his ministry, and recommends that this amount be raised for him at this time CLICK HERE.  
· Rev. Makokha was recently named in the attached article as an individual helping in the relief of  the violence that followed the recent presidential election.  CLICK HERE. 
· Rev. Makokha sent an email dated November 5, 2007 to the Bishop's office, to Samuel Suuti, about his financial situation.  He has received no reply to date. CLICK HERE. 

· Rev. Makokha is the pastor of Riruta United Methodist Church which he founded.  CLICK HERE.  
· Rev. Makokha holds a Master of Arts Degree in Mission from Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of Theology (NEGST), a Bachelor of Education degree from the University of Nairobi.  You can view his degrees and his Curriculum Vitae by CLICKING HERE. 
· Rev. Makokha's wife, Anne K. Baraza, is a 2006 graduate of NEGST (Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of Theology) college.  She co-labors with her husband as a counselor.   CLICK HERE. 
· Rev. Makokha only recently contacted Other Sheep, asking to become an Associate Member.  CLICK HERE.
 

 

 

 

The MCC Churches of Africa and Europe take relief offering for Kenya 

submitted by Rev. Glenna Shepherd, January 28, 2008 
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Above Photo:  Rev. Elder Glenna Shepherd (left), MCC Elder serving Region 4, with Pastor Joseph Nyaisa, whose home in Nairobi was burnt to the ground and his car demolished during the violence that followed the December 27th presidential election in Kenya.  Black Rose Apartments, Nairobi, Kenya.  August 2007.  Photo by Steve Parelli
 

 

If others would like to contribute to this ongoing need, please contact Rev Shepherd at RevGlennaShepherd@mccchurch.net.  

 

Pastor Joseph Nyaisa's email:

jnyaisa@wananchi.net 

 

This article was submitted to Other Sheep for Other Sheep eNews publication by Rev. Glenna Shepherd, MCC Elder for Region 4, January 28, 2008.
 

Over $4,200 (US$) collected for relief for Kenya pastors, one of which suffered loss of home and car
 

MCC (Metropolitan Community Churches is exploring relationship with two pastors and congregations in Kenya.  Rev. Elder Glenna Shepherd, Elder serving Region 4, and Capt. Katie Harris (MCC Newcastle) spent a week in Nairobi and Nakuru, Kenya, in August 2007.  It was during this time that Steve Parelli and Jose Ortiz of Other Sheep introduced Rev. Michael Kimindu, an Anglican priest, and the "other sheep" (the Kenyans for whom they conducted discussion groups) to Rev. Shepherd and Katie.  Rev. Shepherd is working toward MCC ordination for Rev. Michael Kimindu and Pastor Joseph Nyaisa, a Kenyan minister who was already in touch with MCC prior to Other Sheep's visit to Kenya.
 

Both pastors and congregations have been challenged by the political unrest and violence in Nairobi and in the Rift Valley of Kenya.  

 

Pastor Joseph Nyaisa, in particular, has had his life turned upside down:  his family's home in Nairobi was burnt to the ground; his car was demolished; his mother witnessed extreme violence.  Joseph has moved his family further north to recover and he is commuting to continue his ministry with two congregations - one in Nairobi and one in Nakuru.  
 

Region 4 of MCC has responded generously to these needs with a special collection.  Within two Sundays, the following congregations, praying for our folks in Kenya, brought their gifts to meet this emergency:  
Glorious Light MCC (Pretoria, South Africa), Brightwaves MCC (Brighton, England), MCC Edinburgh (Scotland), MCC South London (England), MCC East London (England), MCC North London (England), Living Spring MCC (Bath, England), Hope and Unity MCC (Johannesburg, South Africa), MCC Hamburg (Germany), MCC Newcastle (England), Markens Liljer MCC (Copenhagen, Denmark); MCC Montpellier (France); and Salz der Erde MCC (Stuttgart, Germany).  
With the totals from several churches still growing, we have collected over US$4200!!  This will make such a difference in the day-to-day lives of those suffering this deplorable situation in Kenya.  If others would like to contribute to this ongoing need, please contact Rev Shepherd at RevGlennaShepherd@mccchurch.net.
 

.

 

 

Rev. (Major, retired) Michael Kimindu, Anglican, Nairobi, Kenya 
Archbishop Benjamin M. Nzimbi of Kenya discriminates against Rev. Kimindu because of  his pro-views on homosexuals.  Financial support needed.
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Above Photo:  Rev.(Maj, rtd) Michael Nzuki Kimindu

Email:
mnk240@yahoo.com
· Archbishop Benjamin M. Nzimbi of Kenya orders Kimindu to cease his priestly duties in St. Luke's Parish because of his pro-LGBT views which he openly propagates.

· Davis Mac-Iyalla (Anglican) of Changing Attitude Nigeria, denounces the actions of the Archbishop of Kenya 
· Kimindu reports this past week that the Anglican church will soon defrock him.

· Human Sexuality and the Military (Armed Forces in Kenya) with Reference to Homosexuality by Maj (Rev) M. N. Kimindu
· Kimindu's Curriculum Vitae 

 

 

 

With your credit card, you can make a donation today of $10, $20, $40 . . . any amount.  

NOTE:  We use PayPal.  You do NOT have to have a PayPal account to make a donation with your credit card.
 

 

 

 

Rev. Kimindu's pro-LGBT ministry in Kenya
 

STUDY IN THE USA
While attending the Christian Theological Seminary of Indiana, USA (1993-1994) where he earned his Master of Sacred Theology (STM) and while studying Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE), also in the USA (1994), Rev. Kimindu became exposed to the issues and needs of LGBTs and was especially impressed with the tolerance that allowed one to study and ask questions without judgmental presuppositions against homosexuals.  

 

TAKING A STAND IN THE KENYAN ARMED FORCES
In the years that followed, back in Kenya, while ministering as a Chaplain in the Kenya Military, Rev. Kimindu wrote a paper entitled "Human Sexuality and the Military (Armed Forces in Kenya) with reference to Homosexuality" and put his name to it:  Maj (Rev) M.N. Kimindu, and shared it with leadership within the Armed Forces. 
 

SPEAKING OUT AS AN ANGLICAN PRIEST
Rev. Kimindu, as an Anglican priest in Kenya, began to speak out for the full inclusion of LGBTs within the Anglican Communion.  He didn't win any friends in high places.  In fact, he created enemies at almost every level; it cost him any advancement and also reductions in salary pay.
 

KIMINDU MEETS OTHER SHEEP IN NAIROBI
In July 2007, Rev. Kimindu heard from an Anglican friend that two individuals with Other Sheep were conducting discussion groups for LGBT people of faith in an apartment near Ya Ya Center, Nairobi.  He immediately phoned the two leaders.  The following day he was meeting with them (Steve Parelli and Jose Ortiz) and telling them his story.  He was so excited to find people of faith who shared his views on homosexuality.
 

KIMINDU MEETS UFMCC IN NAIROBI
Since that July Saturday morning, Rev. Kimindu has been actively seeking how he may minister more and more to LGBTs.  Steve Parelli introduced him to Rev. Glenna Shepherd of UFMCC who, after personal extensive interviews and discussions, invited Rev. Kimindu to begin further exploration of the possibility of becoming an MCC minister, inviting him to  travel out of Kenya to receive UFMCC initial training.  Unfortunately, twice his government has refused him a visa.  
 

KIMINDU'S ACTIVITIES FOR LGBTS
Already busy in July and August ministering to the LGBTs that had gathered together through the presence of Other Sheep, Rev. Kimindu continues to this day to work with these "other sheep" LGBTs, as they came to be called, by opening his home for (1) weekly religious services for LGBTs, (2) a meeting place for the newly formed Other Sheep East Africa board, and (3) hosting monthly PFLAG meetings; by (4) posting his picture and contact information on the Other Sheep East Africa website; and (5) accepting the position of Consultant to the Other Sheep East Africa board.
 

ARCHBISHOP OF KENYA TO DEFROCK REV. KIMINDU
In December of 2007, Rev. Kimindu received a disturbing email from the Archbishop of Kenya.  Rev. Kimindu was ordered to cease fulfilling his duties at his assigned parish until his association with Other Sheep had been discussed and resolved.
 

This week, Rev Kimindu writes that proceedings to see him defrocked have begun.
 

REV. KIMINDU SEEKS REGULAR FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Steve Parelli and Jose Ortiz, having witnessed this fellow minister's commitment to the faith in general and to LGBTs especially, recommend Rev. Kimindu to you for your consideration of partnering in ministry with him and providing him with regular financial support.
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Emmanuel Kamau, Other Sheep  co-Coordinator for Africa.
emmanuelkamau@yahoo.co.uk
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 Jose Ortiz , Other Sheep co-Coordinator for Africa 

bronzeprjo@hotmail.com
Join Our Mailing List! 
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For contributions for the MCC Kenyan relief, please contact Rev. Shepherd at RevGlennaShepherd@mccchurch.net.
Financial gifts can be made on line with credit cards for Rev. Kimindu and Rev. Makokha or may be sent to the St. Louis office at 
Other Sheep
16768 Old Jamestown Road
Florissant, Missouri 63034
718-360-0884

 

When sending a financial gift  to Other Sheep please email sparelli2002@yahoo.com (Steve Parelli) with a note saying how much money you have given.  This will help with record keeping.

 



	Above Photo:  Indian Ocean and Vasco da Gama Pillar, Malindi, Kenya.  Photo by Steve Parelli 

 

Other Sheep is an ecumenical Christian ministry working for the full inclusion of LGBTs within their respective faiths worldwide.
" . . . connecting people with people and people with resources . . . "
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