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Emmanuel Kamau and Steve Parelli attend UN High Level Committee Meetings on HIV-AIDS, June 9-11
 

Photo at Left:  Emmanuel Kamau, United Nations, NYC

 

BRONX, NY.  By Steve Parelli.    A Kenyan delegate to the UN AIDS 2008 High Level Meeting included in her report a bullet that highlighted the need for communities at the grass-roots level to be educated on the human rights of LGBT people so that advances in HIV-AIDS prevention can be made.  Where LGBT people are discriminated against there is the greater likelihood that they will not seek HIV AIDS prevention and treatment care.  This concern was repeated again and again throughout the meetings.

  

Emmanuel Kamau, Other Sheep coordinator for English-speaking Africa, obtained invitations to the UN Aids 2008 meetings for Other Sheep.  In 1997, Kamau founded IshtarMSM (men who have sex with men) in Nairobi, Kenya, an HIV-AIDS organization that provides prevention education and care for gay men.   He was its director for ten years until he fled to the United States and won asylum due to threats to his life in 2007 when he came out as a gay man at the World Social Forum, Nairobi, Kenya, February 2007.  Emmanuel Kamau attended the UN Aids 2006 meeting as director of IshtarMSM.

 

From the literature tables and through networking, Other Sheep received instruction materials and important contact information of individuals who particularly address faith-based organizations on how to promote HIV-AIDS prevention.  In addition, Emmanuel Kamau introduced Steve Parelli, Other Sheep executive director, to key individuals from Kenya who hope to meet with Steve and Jose and Other Sheep East Africa coordinators Rev. Michael Kimindu and Rev. John Makokha in July when Steve Parelli and Jose Ortiz visit East Africa.

 

Steve Parelli, in one-to-one conversations, introduced the ministry of Other Sheep to individuals attending the UN meeting and presented each with a complimentary copy of the book The Children Are Free: Reexamining the Biblical Evidence on Same-sex Relationships by Rev. Jeff Miner and John Tyler Connoley. (See photo of book cover at right.) 89 copies of the book were distributed.  In a few cases an individual was given two copies. 

 

Individuals from the following countries received copies:  AFRICA: Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Mozambique, South Africa, Namibia, Gabon, Nigeria, and Liberia; ASIA: China, Vietnam, and India; LATIN AMERICA: Guatemala, Colombia, Ecuador and Argentina; and within the UNITED STATES, individuals from: California, Arizona, Connecticut, Virginia, Massachusetts and Illinois.

 

The response of delegates to the book ranged from very favorable ("Please come to our country and speak on this") to hostile ("I'm a Pentecostal, don't give me that book!").

 

JesusMCC of Indianapolis, Indiana, generously provided Other Sheep with 100 copies of The Children Are Free for distribution at the UN 2008 HIV-AIDS meetings.

__________________________
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Steve Parelli and Jose Ortiz participate in the American Family Outing at Bishop Eddie Long's Church, June 1 
 

Photo at left:  Rev. Troy Sanders (left) with Rev. Eddie Long, New Birth Missionary Baptist Church, outside of Atlanta, GA. 

 

 

 

· View Steve Parelli and Jose Ortiz's Pictorial Report on the June 1, 2008, American Family Outing with Rev. Eddie Long and his staff.  This was their second American Family Outing.  See their first American Family Outing event.  Steve and Jose are participating in two of the six American Family Outings. 

· Follow Soulforce Reports on The American Family Outings 

· Read Steve's Take on Bishop Eddie Long's Remarks to The American Family Outing participants.
 

___________________________

 

The California Supreme Court Decision, filed May 15, 2008
Tom Hanks has posted in full a copy of the California Supreme Court decision on same-sex marriages.  Going forward, Tom will be posting additional relevant documents regarding the on-going battle in that state.  Watch the Other Sheep Argentina website for future postings.

 

_____________________________
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Steve Parelli delivers message on Marriage Equality at UU Church in Saratoga Springs, NY, June 8
 

Bronx, NY.  By Steve Parelli.      Steve Parelli, executive director of Other Sheep, delivered a message on Marriage Equality to the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Saratoga Springs, NY, Sunday June 8, 2008, entitled "Marriage Equality - Its Time Has Come."  Church member Peter Marion, who led the service and was Steve's contact person, wrote in an email: "You really knocked the ball right out of the park -- a huge hit with the crowd.  It was a lovely synthesis of intellect and heart.  Thanks so much for your time and preparation, and of course your articulateness."  

 

Kate McDonough, Empire State Pride in the Pulpit Coordinator, had placed Steve's name with the church as a possible speaker for the congregation's celebration of Gay Pride Day.  

 

Cari Scribner, Gazette Reporter, attended the service and interviewed Steve following the message.  Her article, "Church speaker explores issue of marriage equality," appeared in the Monday, June 9, issue of The Daily Gazette, Schenectady, NY.
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Your Financial Help is Greatly Needed:  Help support the East Africa 2008 Summer Ministry
 

Photo at left:  Jose Ortiz in front of the Anglican Cathedral in Nairobi, Kenya, July 2007.  Because of our visit to this church, where we spoke with staff and left OS literature with them, Rev. Michael Kimindu learned through the grapvine of Other Sheep and contacted Steve and Jose.  Today, Rev. Kimindu is Other Sheep East Africa Coordinator. 
 

Next month (July 2008) Jose and I will be in Kenya and Uganda conducting meetings which are being hosted by three different clergypersons:  An Anglican, a United Methodist and a Pentecostal.  Other Sheep works for the full inclusion of LGBT people within their respective faiths worldwide through supplying educational resources and networking.  Can you help with a financial gift?  Other Sheep is staffed by volunteers.  As executive director, I work full time for Other Sheep.  Jose and I are happy to report that  last year (tax year 2007) gifts and grants covered our personal costs of operation ($14,286), and netted me about a $2,000.00 salary for the year.  You can see, this is truly a volunteer organization.  If you value the work of Other Sheep, please consider making a sacrificial gift at this time. Funds are needed to cover the cost of our 2008 East Africa ministry.
Sincerely,
 
 (Rev.*) Steve Parelli, MDiv. 
  Executive Director
  Other Sheep
*Defrocked for by a local Baptist congregation for entering into a same-sex relationship.
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Above Photo:  Steve Parelli in attendance at United Nations High Level Committee Meetings on HIV-AIDS, United Nations, New York City, June 8-11, 2008.
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Above Photo:  The Children Are Free:  Reexamining the Biblical Evidence on Same-sex Relationships.  89 copies of this  book were distributed to individuals at the UN HIV-AIDS 2008 meeting.
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Above Photo:  The General Assembly of the UN.  Countries from around the world reported on their progress toward "Universal Access" in meetings in the General Assembly.  This photo taken June 11, 2008.

In Memory of Rev. Frederic Guyott, III 
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BRONX, NY.  By Steve Parelli.

 

Rev. Frederic Guyott, III (right in photo), an Episcopal priest, passed away in his sleep, June 13, 2008.  Fred was a  recent strong supporter of Other Sheep.  He first came into contact with Other Sheep at the February 2008 Maranatha (The Riverside Church) panel discussion on Kenya and Nigeria.  He attended the meeting with his life partner, Festus, a Kenyan (see above photo).  

 

Since February, Fred and Festus spent a day and night in the home of Steve and Jose.  In turn, Steve and Jose spent two nights in their Wilmington, DE, home.  Festus had just spent four nights in the home of Steve and Jose to visit Emmanuel Kamau, a fellow Kenyan who was in NYC to attend UN meetings and staying with Steve and Jose.  

 

The night before Fred passed away, he discussed (again) with Steve on the phone his passion for Other Sheep's vision and mission and his desire to use his abilities in marketing for raising financial support for the organization.   Fred had officially come on staff as a volunteer with Other Sheep and had taken part in the last Other Sheep board meeting (a phone conference).

 

On behalf of Other Sheep, Steve and Jose express their condolences to Festus.  We will remember with fondness our friendship, though brief, with Fred, how that we shared several happy moments together, getting to know each other -- especially couple to couple.  The night before he passed away, he was asking, over the phone, when the four of us could get together again.  Some day we will.

 

A service will be held at 1 pm, Wednesday, June 18, at the Episcopal Church of Saints Andrew and Matthew, 719 N Shipley St., Wilmington, DE, 19801.
 

Festus, Fred's partner, can be reached at f_wambiog@yahoo.com. 
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	Other Sheep is an ecumenical Christian ministry working for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faiths worldwide.
 

" . . . connecting people with people and people with resources . . . "
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