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	Other Sheep eNews, September 18, 2008
· Links to all the reports and articles on Jose and Steve's 2008 East Africa ministry
· News from Costa Rica, Honduras and Guatemala

· Wedding photos (follow the link) of Jose and Steve, married August 25, Sacramento, CA
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On August 25, 2008, in Sacramento, California,

Steve Parelli (left in photo) and Jose Ortiz were married.

Go to wedding photos 

 

2008 East  Africa  Reports 

· The Nairobi Report 

· The Mombasa Report 

· The Kigali Report 

· The Kampala Report 

· The Kisumu-Nairobi Report 

Index of the above reports with links to the summary/digest version of each report as well as special reports.

 

 

2008  East  Africa Photo Gallery 
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Photo:  Anne Baraza Makokha 

 Anne's Story
Her husband's vision for Kenya 

 
Index of 2008 East Africa Photos
Photos of Anne Baraza Makokha
Photos of Rev. John Makoka
Photos of Pastor J. Elie Gasana 

Photos of Rev. Michael Kimindu
Photos of Jose Ortiz
Photos of Steve Parelli
Photos of Mosaic of Images
Photos of The Rift Valley
 

 


Homosexuality:  Perspectives from Uganda 

Sylvia Tamale, Editor copyright 2007   

 

Go to Global Gay-Gay Uganda (and scroll down) for comments on this book.   

 

See references in this book to gays being called "other sheep" and to The Children Are Free, a testimony to Other Sheep's presence in Uganda in 2007. 

 

  2008 East Africa Quick Links 

Nairobi Star Article on Nairobi Seminar HIV-AIDS Workshop 

  

Photos of Nairobi radio KISS100 interview with Makokha, Kimindu, Ortiz and Parelli 

 

Anne's Story
 

Rev. John Makokha's vision for Kenya
 

The Bible and Homosexuality PowerPoint presentation 

 

Handout notes that go with PowerPoint on the Bible and Homosexuality 

 

Emmanuel Kamau's mother attends the Nairobi Seminar 

 

The Nairobi Seminar Program 

 

"The Map" - A calendar of Jose and Steve's days in East Africa 2008
 

Archive of Constant Contact Other Sheep eNews 

 

 

New Other Sheep Group:  Other Sheep Honduras 
Bernal Esquivel, OS Coordinator for Central America, has announced the formation of a new Other Sheep LGBT group in Honduras:  Otras Ovejas de Honduras.  For more information, or to connect with this group, contact Bernarl Esquivel at bernalesquivel@gmail.com.  

 

The Latin American Biblical University of San Jose, Costa Rica, to use Steve Parelli's article on the 'ex-gay' movement in a 'Health and Well-being' course
In a July 31 email to Steve Parelli, Dr. Edwin Mora, Ph. D, Professor at UBL (Universidad Biblica Latinoamericana, San Jose, Costa Rica), wrote: 

 

"We are developing an intensive course called Health and Well-being: a Biblical, theological and pastoral perspective.  One of the topics of this course is Health and Sexual Diversity. ... We are using two readings in order that the students prepare themselves on the topic:  ... the second reading is your excellent article about the "ex-gay" movement.  Thank you very much for your article.  

 

In the course, there are students of Theology and Bible from many Latin American countries, Africa and Europe.  Thank you very much for leaving this article with us in your previous visit."

 

The 2008 East Africa ministry was made possible by a grant from the E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Foundation.

Other Sheep expresses immense gratitude for their part in this project.
Above: The Rift Valley, Kenya
Dear Other Sheep Friend,  

Personally, for us, September is "back-home-in-the-Bronx" month.  

 

From July 2 - August 27 we traveled:  

· 32 days in Kenya, Rwanda, and Uganda where we worked Other Sheep around the clock; 

· 16 days in England, Scotland, and Wales where we primarily vacationed, but also worked Other Sheep with one speaking engagement before a Changing Attitude group in Manchester, and two meetings with two individuals who work for LGBT equality in East Africa, Rev. Glenna Shepherd (MCC) and Rev. Henry Mayor (Anglican);  

· and finally, Sacramento, California, where we were married with Jose's cousin and his wife and daughter as witnesses; and San Francisco (Sunday, August 24), where we presented our PowerPoint on East Africa 2008 at City of Refuge, where Rev. Yvette Flounder is the minister.

We hope you will enjoy the several Reports in this eNews on East Africa 2008, as well as the other news items from Latin America.

 

Steve Parelli and Jose Ortiz (the newlyweds!)

Bronx, New York

Steve is Executive Director of Other Sheep 

Jose is Coordinator for the non-English speaking countries of Africa 

The Nairobi Seminar on the Bible and Homosexuality, July 7-9, 2008
Paraphrases, quotes, summaries from the various Nairobi seminar speakers   Go to the full report on the seminar 

by Rev. John Maklokha and Steve Parelli, Niarobi, Kenya 

· "There's a wide gap between what Africans know and what Western society has learned in the area of Bible and sexual orientation."  -Rev. Michael Kimindu (Anglican and MCC minister)  Read more 

· "The 'ex-gay' movement is not about change, but about behavior modification."  -Steve Parelli   Read more 

· "Homophobia is the problem.  Coming together to educate is the answer."  -Rev. John Makokha (United Methodist Church)  Read more 

· "We are not a lesser people."  Wanyama (Kenyan Anglican lay person)  Read more 

· "Gay men with HIV-AIDS have been sidelined - and often, in the beginning, they were the ones who pioneered education and support of HIV-AIDS victims."  -Parkinson, an authority in Kenya on HIV-AIDS among gays and MSM.  Read more 

· On the Bible and homosexuality: "We are reading someone else's mail."  -Steve Parelli   Read more 

· For this straight ally - Anne Baraza - knowing a family member who is gay, and giving herself to careful study of the topic, she now lovingly teaches others about understanding sexual orientation.   Read more 

· "Spirituality is not a code to follow but a process that begins with self acceptance."  -Jose Ortiz   Read more 

· On government, homosexual laws and religious liberty:  "The question is -- who gets to choose what is right -- the church, the state or the individual?"  -Steve Parelli  Read more 

· "Psychology and research show that gay people are not 'sick.' "  -Jose Ortiz   Read more
Darkness from light -- July 19, 2008
The deep sadness I felt in Kigali as I stood before 35 Rwandan pastors 

by Steve Parelli, Kigali, Rwanda 

 

Excerpt 

 
"So, what is your message in a sentence or two," someone asked.  Already, and expectantly, what the Bible says was uppermost in their minds.  After all, this was a "Gospel ministers' seminar."
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I replied, slowly and deliberately, "Just as Christians persecuted the Jews during Reformation times; just as Christian Englishmen enslaved the African; and just as Christian men subject women even today - and have used the Bible in every case to justify their discriminations, so today in Africa is the Bible being used to justify the abuse of another people-group - they are called homosexuals.  And if you will give me just another fifteen minutes, I will demonstrate to you how your Rwandan Bible has incorrectly infused the word 'homosexual' into five Old Testament texts.  

 
As my pastor-friend translated, without a single change in his determination - a copy of myself in this message of liberty - , I saw their faces respond with a resolve to give me audience, to see if my claim could stand the test of their scrutiny at least in these five verses.   Read the full story
OS Central American Coordinator conducts seminar in Guatemala, February 2008 
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Bernal Esquival initiates contact with Guatemala LGBT group  

by Bernal Esquival, San Juan, Costa Rica, OS Central American Coordinator

 

Photo:  Steve Parelli (left) with Bernal Esquival  

 

Soon after the Rainbow Community was founded in Costa Rica, we started a fraternal relationship with some Panamanian brothers who founded a group called Emanuel. After that, we had a fruitful encounter with some partners from the MCC in Nicaragua.  Out of these fraternal relationships grew a desire to work with other Central American brothers who do not have the opportunity to engage in a spiritual community.    
 
When Thomas Hank spoke to me about the Other Sheep's intention of appointing me as the Central American Coordinator, the previous interest was put on hold.  I accepted the position, and I communicated with John Doner about my intention of visiting Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras to organize workshops on the Bible and homosexuality, to help raise awareness about the possible need of leaders who could start some groups in those countries.
 
Since the Other Sheep's resources are very limited, I prayed to God asking Him for an airplane ticket that would be no more than $100 because that expense would fall entirely to me.   My prayer was answered in less than one and a half months.  So I started working on contacting people from Guatemala.  This is how I became reacquainted with Jorge Osorio from Oasis, which is a successful organization that helps the Guatemalan GLBT community. Without knowing me well, he offered me a hall in his building. He also helped me call together some interested people and convince them that it was not a trap to hurt them, because the Guatemalan GLBT community is constantly persecuted and a victim of hate crimes.
 
Finally, on February 23, 2008, we organized a workshop on Gay Spirituality and Religion at Oasis.  Eleven people attended.  It was a total success, considering that they were brought together with only short notice in advance.
 
We handed out leaflets and material provided by Other Sheep. Our brotherhood ties were strengthened, and many supporting and solidarity commitments were made.

Boarding school student in East Africa victimized for being gay, July-August 2008
"They hit me with sticks, slippers, their hands and fists."  

by the student (name withheld) as told to Steve Parelli, East Africa, July-August 2008 (exact place and date withheld) 

 

Excerpt
 

The noises coming from this mob of students was like a gang.  Everyone was screaming and saying we should all be beaten and killed and put out of the school.  Others were trying to protect the gays so that they would not be hit.  I was hit.  They hit me from my head to my waist.  They slapped me.  They hit my ears until they were numb.  They used sticks and slippers and their hands against my head.  They hit me with their fists.  People who were not close enough to hit me were throwing things.  They said we should be burned, that we couldn't live with them.  They asked how it is that others are attracted to girls but we are attracted to boys.
 
The teachers, who sleep in a separate quarter close to the dorms, heard the noise and came one after another.  About ten teachers eventually came.  We were separated from the mob of students who were attacking us.  The teachers told us that the main issue was that what we gays were doing was not right and that we needed to be beaten so that we would change because counseling won't help.  A male teacher who teaches [subject matter withheld] said we should be beaten thoroughly so that we will move in the right manner (be disciplined, etc., like straight people).  He said this to the seven of us who were there.  There were eight of us, but one was dissolved from the group who had convinced the teachers that he was not gay.  So, he was sent back.   Read the full account
 

 

Other Sheep is an ecumenical Christian ministry working worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith traditions. 

 

" . . . connecting people with people and 
people with resources . . ." 
VOLUNTEER HELP NEEDED.   If you would like to help in writing grant proposals to foundations for the support of the ministry of Other Sheep in places like East Africa and South America, please contact Steve Parelli, Executive Director, sparelli2002@yahoo.com.  

SPEAKING OPPORTUNITIES SOUGHT.  Steve Parelli and Jose Ortiz live in the Bronx, New York.  They are available to speak to any interested group on their experiences in East Africa and Latin America and on several topics from an evaluation of the evangelical "ex-gay" movement to the Bible and homosexuality.  They have a PowerPoint presentation on East Africa and Other Sheep, and on The Bible and Homosexuality.

PASS IT ON.  If you know someone who would perhaps like to receive this eNews, please forward by using the link at bottom left. 
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