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	Other Sheep eNews:  Breaking News

October 10, 2008 

The Connecticut Supreme Court has just ruled 4 to 3 that same-sex couples must have the freedom to marry.   Connecticut is now the third U.S. state, after Massachusetts and California, to institute marriage equality.
Statement of Garden State Equality chair Steven Goldstein on the historic decision:
  

"Today's decision will have an effect on the entire tri-state region of Connecticut, New Jersey and New York, all in the same media market.   For the first time, marriage equality is now coming to our very own metropolitan region.  Now millions of people all across the tri-state area will see devoted, loving same-sex couples get married, partaking in all the joys and challenges of marriage, with no impact whatsoever on the marriages of opposite-sex couples.  


"Today's decision in Connecticut has particular relevance to us in New Jersey.  Connecticut has had a civil union statute exactly like New Jersey's.   Today, the Connecticut Supreme Court said civil unions do not and cannot provide the equality of real marriage -- that civil unions don't work in the real world and that they don't provide the dignity and respect of marriage either.   These are exactly the points we've been making in New Jersey.  Today, Connecticut said, civil unions, with all their myriad of problems, are not enough.    


"This decision can't help but have enormous persuasive impact on New Jersey, not only because both states have had civil union statutes, but because both states are neighbors in the tri-state region.
"Garden State Equality salutes all the organizations involved in bring marriage equality to Connecticut, including Gay and Lesbian Advocates and Defenders (GLAD), the legal organization serving New England's LGBT communities; and our sister marriage equality organization in Connecticut, Love Makes a Family.


"All of us at Garden State Equality extend to GLAD and Love Makes a Family, and all the other organizations involved, our love and deepest appreciation.  They are among the all-time heroes for LGBT America."

Related Material on Marriage Equality at Other Sheep website
 

I.  Writings/Sermons
 

--A Paper presented at ETS 2006--  

Gay Marriage and Baptist Doctrine: A Civil Question to Be Left to the Individual?
 

--A Sermon--
Marriage Equality: Its Time Has Come
-----------------------------

 

II.  California
 

For the following documents and articles on California go to  the "Gay Marriage" tab at this link
 

Supreme Court of California
 
Frequently Asked Questions
 
Los Angeles Times
 
Make Change Not Lawsuits 

 

------------------------------

 

III.  Personal
 

Jose and Steve's California Marriage, August 25, 2008 
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So, Who's Getting Married in New Jersey? (Ask Roger Williams) 
by Steve Parelli

written October 2006

The following is an excerpt:
"Civil Union," therefore, with all the "rights of marriage" 
without the title of "Marriage" is "the allowance of that 
which is not wholly approved" and therefore "becomes 
merely another name for oppression."  It's an historic 
Baptist principle.  As irony would have it, the Evangelical 
Religious Right is, for a sizable part, Baptist in name or in kind.
 
According to professor emeritus of history at the University of California, for Roger Williams (who is often referred to as the founder of the First Baptist Church in America), "liberty was more than toleration, freedom more than a concession"  (Gaustad, 1991, p.196).

Civil Unions for gays and lesbians is not freedom, it is 
toleration; marriage is equality and therefore freedom.  Civil Unions for gays is a concession; it is not civil liberties.  (Myers and Sansone, 2005, p.) This is what every New Jersey legislator needs to tell the religious conservative of his or her district.  


It needs to be said simply because this principle comes right from the very religious heritage that the Religious Right wants to uphold and maintain which, therefore, puts them on the horns of a dilemma:  They can't deny homosexuals their civil liberties by denying them marriage and at the 
same time uphold their religious heritage.  Not if they stand squarely with the esteemed, banished Roger Williams.
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Speaking Opportunities Sought by the Executive Director while he travels abroad and in the States in the month of November 2008.
  

Steve Parelli, the Other Sheep Executive Director, is traveling abroad and in the United States during the month of November and is available to speak to interested groups or individuals.  He will be in the following places on the following dates:

 

Europe 

Vienna, Austria -  November 1 - 5 (Attending ILGA)     

Birmingham, England - November 6 - 9 (Speaking at MCC Region 4 Conference)

Manchester, England - November 9 - 14 (Taking a class on human sexuality and faith)

 

United States 

St. Louis, MO - November 15 - 19 (Other Sheep board meeting and related business)

Providence, RI - November 19 - 21  (ETS Conference with Tom Hanks) 

Boston, MA - November 21 - 24 (SBL Conference with Tom Hanks)

 

Steve and his partner Jose live in New York City and are always available for meetings with local groups or individuals

Other Sheep is an ecumenical Christian ministry working worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith tradtions.
 
" . . . connecting people with people and people with resources . . . "
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