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With this issue, we introduce our new logo, design idea by Victor H. Bracuto, Other Sheep Coordinator for South America.  The logo, with its rainbow sheep and the Inclusive Shepherd, fits perfectly our name and theme verse:  "I have other sheep, which are not of this fold;  I must bring them also."  John 10:16, NAS 



	
	InterVarsity Press publishes gay-friendly article 
Former InterVarsity Christian Fellowship leader is "shocked."  "This is a HUGE change."
Article Review by Kati Griess 
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Dear Other Sheep Reader,   

 

In this issue, Kati Griess, a queer Christian in association with Other Sheep in Latin America, reflects, with joy and surprise, in her article "baby steps," on the gay-friendly content of the article "Sexuality" which is found in an evangelical publisher's new book Global Dictionary of Theology (InterVarsity Press, October 2008).  

 

I hope you will enjoy this as I have.

 

[image: image7.jpg]


Steve Parelli, MDiv

Executive Director

Other Sheep 

 

 

Photo: Taken at MCC Regional 4 Conference, Nov. 8, 2008. Birmingham, England.
_________________________________
About the Author:
Kati Griess is originally from Ohio. She has her B.A. in Foreign Languages from New College of Florida, where she stayed after graduation to go on staff with InterVarsity Christian Fellowship.  Four years later, she moved down to Chile to work with InterVarsity's sister movement, Grupo Biblico Universitario of Chile. She was there for two years, until coming out of the closet and subsequently being asked to leave the ministry.  She now lives in Buenos Aires, Argentina, with her wife Esther, who is a Paraguayan citizen and is ineligible for immigration to the U.S.  Kati works at a translation company and Esther is studying at a respected protestant seminary, while both are members of a local Methodist church and lay leaders in CEGLA, an Argentine queer Christian para-church ministry.
The Africa Bible Commentary on "Homosexuality"

While InterVarsity Press may be seen here to be gay-friendly, in the Africa Bible Commentary, gays in Africa must still fear the evangelical church and its power, by the pulpit, to inflict social alienation and personal ruin.

baby steps? by Kati Griess, Buenos Aires, Argentina. January, 2009



 HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/home.php" \l "/topic.php?uid=113056140033&topic=6486" \t "_blank" You can discuss this article at Other Sheep on Facebook
 

[Editor's note: Kati's usage of lower case, which 

she employs in her blog, has been maintained here.]

 
"...i used to work for an international evangelical student group... whose publishing house is intervarsity press..." 
 
so i used to work for an international evangelical student group, which ministers to and works with college students of a fairly conservative bent the world over.  they have a publishing house called "intervarsity press" that is pretty well respected, both in academic and more popular circles.  like the ministry itself, the books that come out of IVP (InterVarsity Press) are conservative in their theology of sexuality.  (both the organization and the press are in the forefront of things like racial reconciliation and women in church leadership, but they haven't been able to budge when it comes to sexual orientation...yet).

 

"...they have a new book called "global dictionary of theology..."

they just came out with a new book called "global dictionary of theology", sort of a systematic theology attempting to include perspectives from christians from distinct geographical regions of the church.  for example, the current theology of economics/poverty as seen not only by megachurches in the states, but also from christians in the global south...etc.


"...i'm shocked...the article on sexuality has no negative-ness on homosexuality...it's a HUGE change..."

so i read the book's article on sexuality with interest....and i have to say, i'm shocked.  it's not suddenly UCC or MCC or anything like that...in no place does it say "gay is good" or anything similar.  BUT, it also DOESN'T say in any place that being homosexual is a sin!  it doesn't once mention repentance, restoration therapy, or romans 1.  seriously, the non-negative-ness of it all is a HUGE change.  

 

"...here's what's amazing about this article..."
 

what's amazing are the facts that 

a) it just describes the variety of sexualities, while not being particularly happy that a variety exists, it just describes it without saying that we have to forcibly change that to make everyone heterosexual 

and 

b) it addresses sexual issues, both good and bad, to the Whole Of Us all together, talking towards heterosexual folk, homosexual folk, bisexual folk, all at once, instead of the usual way of talking TO or ABOUT the homosexuals from the perspective of the assumed universal heterosexual.


"...here's a few quotes from the 7-page article that really struck me..."
 

i just want to type out a few portions of the 7-page article that really struck me, so everyone can marvel with me....

"Sexuality"
...The conclusions of Genesis become problematic when applied to male and female categories as observed by social sciences.  Conventional social science defines sexuality in four dimensions: natal sex, which refers to the physical and biological features at birth; sexual identity, which refers to a person's sexual self-concept--the view one has of oneself as a sexual person; gender role, which refers to one's gender identity as defined by a particular culture; and sexual orientation which refers to the direction of one's erotic attraction--to the opposite sex (heterosexual), the same sex (homosexual) or both sexes (bisexual)....

...Our theology of sexuality, then, is based on the premise that God created us to show forth God's image as male and female in relationship...We are, however, acutely aware of how all of creation was altered after the Fall.  Therefore none of us achieves sexual wholeness in accordance with God's highest ideals...Homosexuals, bisexuals and heterosexuals must strive to find a wholeness in their lives before God in a less-than-ideal world...

...A theology that insists on procreation as the sole purpose of human sexuality makes it difficult to attach sacred meaning to sexual desire and pleasure in and of itself.  Procreation is not the exclusive reason for sexual expression...

[Global Dictionary of Theology, IVP, October 2008]
 

"...the article on the ok-ness of physical pleasure in general..."
 

p.s. the article also includes super positive texts about the ok-ness of physical pleasure in general....!!

Other Sheep is an ecumenical Christian ministry working worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith traditions.

 

" . . . connecting people with people and people with resources . . . "
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