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Other Sheep eNews  April 23, 2009


I have other sheep that are not of this fold; I must bring them also.  John 10:16




	
	April 19th Kampala Red Pepper tabloid:
 "Top Homos in Uganda Named" 
Unitarian Universalist UN Office seeks signatures from clergy for open letter to Uganda 

A call for clergy to endorse open letter to Uganda 

In This Issue 

Other Sheep Executive Director Steve Parelli calls upon evangelicals
worldwide to send a message to evangelical Uganda:  "Stop the witch-hunt! Never in the name of Jesus!  Never in the name of religion!"
Quick Links

Top Homos in Uganda Named 

page 1 of tabloid
page 2 of tabloid

Source:  Ice breakers Uganda

Uganda's gays in desperate situation
-------------
The couple from Queens (New York) vs. the President of Poland
Senegal court overturns January conviction of nine gay men


Join Our List 




A call for clergy to endorse open letter to Uganda
What action can you take?  Ask your clergy to endorse the following letter by emailing Diana Sands, LGBT Program Associate, Unitarian Universalist UN Office at dsands@uu-uno.org
 

The letter in English 

 

The letter in Spanish 

 

Send an email today to 
the editor of Red Peper:
atuhairwe_robert@yahoo.com 

Go to the final two articles of this eNews for additonal contact info
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TOP HOMOS IN
IIGANDA NAMED

Some of the celebrated homo activists in Kampala





See links at left column under "Top Homos in Uganda Named"  for complete article.
 

Dear Other Sheep Reader,

As you may know, Jose Ortiz and I were in Uganda in 2007 and 2008.  We met many gay Christians while there.  Many of these Ugandans, if not most, hold still -- or did at one time -- a personal faith which they deeply confessed.  

This open journalistic hatred of people whose sexual orientation makes up the minority is irresponsible reporting and culpable maligning whereby the very lives, relationships and livelihood of innocent individuals are put at risk. 

These journalists are mislead, uninformed in the area of the social sciences, and on a "religious" mission of some kind in which they believe the elimination of a group of people must be invoked in order for their societal objectives to be achieved.  They are calling for the creation of a society in which an innocent minority must be expelled.  These journalists are flirting with the dangers of what their neighboring county - Rwanda - once endured: to pit friend against friend to the degree that violence could erupt. 

Every religious person in Africa and in the West must call for a halt to this kind of reporting, especially a call from evangelicals in whatever country they reside because, for the most part, Uganda is an evangelical country.  Therefore, evangelicals everywhere must lift their voices and say, "this is not how evangelicals - or any people of faith - treat another people."  Uganda's evangelical faith is fast becoming the Puritans' dark hour at Salem in which one Bible text overrode every other text - 'to not permit a witch to live.'  Death-to-the-homosexual rides on the crest of the abusive use of a Leviticus passage and the misunderstood story of Sodom and Gomorrah.  The "holy" war against homosexuals is unbecoming of Jesus, whose mission often centered on correcting religious leaders over their zealous applications of the Hebrew Scriptures against oppressed minorities.  

Never in my whole life as an evangelical would I have endorsed a "witch-hunt" list of names.  Yes, I would have attacked ideas that I felt were undermining society, but never would I have attacked individuals, as these journalists do, so that lives are put at risk.  What is happening in Uganda is unchristian -- in whatever narrow sense or very broad sense one may say it means to be Christian. There is nothing Christian about what these journalists have done in creating their published list of homosexuals.  

It is time for evangelicals to raise their voice against their fellow evangelicals in Uganda:  "Stop the witch-hunt!  Never in the name of Jesus!  Never in the name of religion!"
  
Steve Parelli, MDiv
Executive Director
Other Sheep
sparelli2002@yahoo.com 

WHAT YOU CAN DO:  (1) Write the Red Pepper editor
Write at these email addresses to express your concern over Red Pepper's unethical journalism: 
Red Pepper Contacts:
Editor: atuhairwe_robert@yahoo.com 
sundaykicks@gmail.com 
info@redpepper.ug 
Others contacts for Red Pepper.
jodeke@gmail.com 
walakiranyanzi@yahoo.com
WHAT YOU CAN DO:  (2) Support the Daily Monitor
Email Bernard Tabaire, Kampala Daily Monitor opinion writer, and tell him you support his comments.

Tell Bernard Tabaire that journalists like him must continue to speak out! 

 

[image: image6.jpg]


See Tabaire's April 10 opinion article (posted on line April 11) entitled When Christians condemn God's children during the Easter season.

 

Tell Tabaire that you appreciate his views and the Daily Monitor for printing his article in support of LGBT people.  Tell Tabaire that the tabloid witch-hunts of naming names must stop.

 

Also, this link will take you to a list of emails of journalists in Uganda.
 

Above photo:  Bernard Tabaire.  Taken from Daily Monitor online.
Other Sheep is a multi-cultural, ecumenical Christian ministry that works worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith traditions.
". . . connecting people with people and people with resources . . . "
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