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	Other Sheep East Africa conducts seminar in Kisumu, Kenya, July 18, 2009

Seminar Topic:  "Religion and Sexuality in our African Context"
Dear Other Sheep Friend,  

 

Jose and I just arrived in Georgetown (Pulau Pinang), Malaysia, this afternoon by train.  We are traveling, by train, from Chiang Mai, Thailand, to Singapore.  Early tomorrow morning we catch our next and final train to Singapore.  We've been writing our reports on the train regarding our time in Chiang Mai, Thailand, and will be eNews-ing that to you soon (I hope).  We've had a very profitable time in Thailand.  You can view our "index" page which gives you the outline of our meetings and contacts (links are not completed).

 

Thank you for your prayers and support.  We feel greatly blessed in this exiting work.  God is good.

 

Rev. Steve Parelli, MDiv., MCC Clergy

Executive Director

Other Sheep 

 

July 31, 2009

Friendship Motel

Pulau Pinang (Georgetown), Malaysia
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Other Sheep Kenya Travels to Kisumu, Kenya, to present seminar

by Rev. John Makokha, Nairobi, Kenya
Posted July 30, 2009, on RMN Blog 


Other Sheep Kenya held a one day workshop for clergy and laity drawn mostly from the Anglican Church in hotel Naselica in Kisumu in Kenya on 18 July, 2009. The theme of the seminar was "Religion and Sexuality in our African Context".  A total of 12 participants attended the seminar.


These seminars have been supported by the grant from Uhai- Eashri (East Africa Sexuality, Health Rights Initiative).


[image: image6.jpg]


Rev. Michael Kimindu, photo at left(Anglican/ MCC clergy), Other Sheep East Africa Coordinator facilitated the seminar on "Religion and Homophobia" said that the hate on same sex relationship is due to ignorance, intolerance, bigotry and fear.  "When the church promotes homophobia it negates our call since salvation is for all (Isaiah 56: 7-8)".


Kimindu said that the gospel is not about hate, isolation and exclusion but it is about reconciliation, repentance and renewal.  "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither male nor female and there is neither heterosexual nor homosexual".  He said that we are all one in Christ.


He said that there are thousands of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender and Intersex (LGBTI) persons who believe God hates them because of their sexuality. Negative reaction without deep research and study of issues of sexual orientation has made things worse. Church leaders have repeated the negative spiritual messages, instead of what God teaches-love.


He said, "Our politicians and church leaders have used the weapon of homophobia to get votes into positions of power and influence and have continued to reinforce this negative message through inaction and failure to protect the rights of all".
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Rev. John Makokha, photo at left (UMC minister), Other Sheep Kenya Coordinator facilitated on "African Culture and sexuality" said that Africans do not like talking openly on issues of sex.  But the traditional African dancing styles are full of sexy tones and styles.  The best example is Isukuti dance among the Luhyias and the Bukusu songs that are too sexy.  "Sex is sweet and it should be discussed openly without fear in both our communities and religious institutions. I would love to see a minister preaching a message and teaching on sexuality in the church".


He said that we need to understand the cultural world of the bible before using clobber passages to condemn the LGBTQ in our society and religious institutions. Let us understand the historical and cultural context of these inspired biblical books and our diverse interpretations.  "We are not living in the times of the Jewish Code of Holiness but during the time of the grace and love of Christ". 
He said that Other Sheep Kenya will peacefully spread the message of inclusiveness and love of Christ for LGBTQ in their respective faith institutions in Kenya.  Discrimination and isolation is sin. "We cannot win the total war on HIV/AIDS in Africa if we cannot address holistically the issue of LGBTQ through advocacy and affirmative action".


There were certain African cultural practices that are very close to gayism. Among the Akamba and Luo in Kenya, when a woman is barren and her husband dies without having children. The widow will marry another woman and traditionally pay dowry. This relationship is referred to as "husband and wife".  The "wife" will be free to get children from any man but the children born are for the "widow/husband".  


A participant gave an example of a female teacher whose body was still in the mortuary due to some legal tussle over her traditional burial place. She was a lesbian and got married to a man to please her family, society and the church.  However, she moved out of the marriage since she lacked happiness and love from a same sex partner. She got a same sex partner who was a lesbian business lady.  Later on she died. She was living with her female spouse and the traditional customary law and Kenyan law does not recognize her as a spouse and therefore she cannot be allowed to bury her.
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Mrs. Anne Baraza, photo at left, (Riruta United Methodist Women President), Other Sheep Advisory Counselor said that discrimination based on the basis of race, tribe, religion and sexual orientation is unethical and unacceptable.  "We have to learn tolerance for diversity in our religious institutions and society."


She said that pastors should know that they have an ethical and moral obligation to address gay and lesbian issues in an affirming manner. It is the responsibility of any counselor to take steps necessary to eliminate any forms of stigma and isolation since some youth have committed suicide due to their sexual orientation.
She said that many people think that homosexuals need to be cured. This is not possible since various international researches done by reputable organizations have shown that sexual orientation cannot be changed even through therapy. 


Her work experience with Parents, Friends of Lesbian and Gay (PFLAG) shows that LGBTQ struggle to "come out" and mostly decide to live in the closet due to fear and stigma.  Even family members can be a nightmare to LGBTI persons since they feel their family lineage can be stigmatized. Religious institutions have been on the forefront of propagating homophobia by using the weapon of clobber passages.


A female participant who is Counseling teacher in one of the schools in Kisumu said that the seminar was an eye-opener since teachers in Kenyan schools are ill-equipped to handle LGBTQ students. A male student came to her reporting a case of a colleague who was gay. She counseled the gay student and told him to pour cold water on his genitals whenever he felt an erection attracted to same-sex relationship. She advised the gay student to make a difference by performing excellently in his academic work. The gay student broke an academic record by scoring high grades. He joined one of the top national schools in Kenya. His career ambition is to be a neurosurgeon.


Peter Wanyama ( Anglican), Other Sheep Kenya Treasurer said that Other Sheep Kenya will continue contacting seminars on capacity building for the clergy and laity on issues of religion and LGBTI issues in Africa.  He requested the society, church and individuals to stop oppression prejudice and hate crimes against LGBTI. "We need religious and social justice for all"

Other Sheep is a multi-cultural, ecumenical Christian ministry that works worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith traditions.

 

". . . connecting people with people and people with resources . . . "

 




People - Our Greatest Resource
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by Rev. Steve Parelli, Georgetown, Malaysia, July 31, 2009.
 

You can imagine the joy Jose Ortiz (my spouse and co-labourer) and I must be feeling here in Southeast Asia as we introduce Other Sheep here - to Nepal, Thailand, Singapore and Malaysia, to learn that Other Sheep East Africa/ Other Sheep Kenya (where we labored in 2007 & 2008) is actively engaging in the mission and message of Other Sheep (see main article, by Rev. Makokha, in this eNews).  

 

I believe the religious LGBT community's greatest resource is people - clergy and lay people - who are already educated, experienced and know the context of their region of the world; and that it is our part to help where we can in providing resources, tools, and moral support, to help in the forward message of full inclusion of LGBT people of faith.

 

This article by Rev. John Makokha, and the work of Other Sheep in East Africa, is a prime example of people as our greatest resource in brining the message of full inclusion to the religious world.

 

While in America and elsewhere we are making great strides in full inclusion and equality, we must not wait to help other countries around the world.  Do not, my dear brethren, wait until all the battles are won in the States (I write from the perspective of my homeland, but not exclusively so) before you investigate in the potential of worldwide ministry for LGBT people of faith.

 

There are women and men like the Rev. & Mrs. Makokha and Rev. Kimindu with whom we must now engage together.  Would we wait ten years before meeting these clergy of East Africa -- and have lost these years?  No!

 

Now is the time for us to do work on two fronts at once -- in the States -- or wherever in the world you may be -- and then to look to where we may work together with our brother and sister -- our neighbor in distance places, in this ministry.  Why?  Because people are our greatest resource.  Find them now and join hands together with them - in Africa, in Southeast Asia, wherever they may be found.

 

Steve and Jose's July-August ministries 

 

Nepal 2009 

 

Thailand 2009 

 

East Africa 2007-2008
 

Southern Cone 2006
 

Mexico 2005 

 

	
		

	


	Forward email



This email was sent to sparelli2002@yahoo.com by sparelli2002@yahoo.com.

Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Email Marketing by




Other Sheep | 16768 Old Jamestown Road | Florissant | MO | 63034


