	[image: image1.png]


From: 
	Other Sheep <sparelli2002@yahoo.com>

	Subject: 
	"Auntie Ivy" Helps Gay Ugandan towards Asylum; Help Needed for Ugandan's Living Expenses

	Reply: 
	sparelli2002@yahoo.com


	Link to this eNews at Other Sheep eNews Archives
	 



	[image: image2.jpg]


Other Sheep eNews, Sunday, December 20, 2009


	Empowering the LGBT religious community worldwide
 

"Auntie Ivy" helps gay Ugandan find legal aid in US for asylum 
Help is needed with living costs
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Above photo:  "Auntie Ivy" 2008
 

Dear Other Sheep Friend, 

 

Jose and I are presently in the home of my daughter and son-in-law celebrating Christmas with them - yesterday and today. How wonderful to be with family and to have a daughter willing to bridge herself towards her father and his life partner.  Not an easy road for many, if not most, children to travel.  But she is doing it patiently and consistently and determinedly and she and her husband are the greatest gift Jose and I have received in years.

 

We're having a White Christmas (look at the snow!) -- five days early -- but whatever the date, it is always Christmas when your daughter tells you "I love, Dad."  

 

In this issue, read about, and help if you can, a gay Ugandan man whose road is long and difficult, too, as he hopes to find asylum in this country and a family who will say, "I love you, just as you are."

 

Rev. Steve Parelli

Executive Director of Other Sheep

MCC Clergy

Sussex County, New Jersey

December 20, 2009
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Segments for headline story "Help Ugandan seeking asylum in US with Living Expenses" 
Story Healines
Ugandan Contacts Other Sheep while in US on a Visa
Ugandan Asks for Help with Asylum
Emmanuel Kamau (Auntie Ivy) helps Ugandan towards Asylum
Your financial gift will help Ugandan with living expenses
Mail your donation to Other Sheep



Featured Story/ Financial Help Needed

Gay Ugandan Receives Legal Aid in US for Asylum with "Auntie Ivy's" Help
Make a donation today towards Ugandan's living costs  

 

By Rev. Steve Parelli 

Bronx, New York.  Friday, December 18, 2009 

He was here in the States, needed help, and he had heard about Other Sheep.
  

Recently, I received an urgent email from a person from Uganda telling me he was here in the States, staying at such-and-such a hotel and asking me to phone him. 

 

When I phoned him he told me who he was, how he got here (yes, on a visa), how much time he had in this country as per the visa, and that he did not want to return to his country, Uganda.  He asked, "Can Other Sheep help me?"  

 

I asked questions about him and his story, and asked for references.  He answered my first set of questions and all my follow-up questions. More input on his part, more questions from me. And so went our conversation. It was a fascinating, though not a-typical, story for East Africa.

Can Other Sheep help?  He wanted to know.
  

I told him Other Sheep is staffed by volunteers, is a small organization, does not have funds to help him financially, but can help by net-working and putting him in touch with people who may be able to help him.

 

I told him about Emmanuel Kamau (Auntie Ivy as he is known in Africa), how he received asylum in the States.  I told him I would put him in touch with Emmanuel; that he should meet Emmanuel in person if possible; and that Emmanuel would be able to put him in touch with the human rights services that had helped Emmanuel obtain asylum. I told him Emmanuel is Kenyan and co-Coordinator for Other Sheep for Africa.

Emmaneul Kamau (Auntie Ivy) helps Ugandan man towards asylum
  

When I phoned Emmaneul and told him about the man from Uganda, he was more than willing to help.  After a couple phone calls, our new Ugandan friend was, following his conference commitments, on his way to visit Emmanuel for a couple days, staying with Emmaneul in his apartment.  Emmaneul, already knowing what he would do, contacted the human rights services that had helped him receive his asylum and began the process for this gay East African man who had started this new chapter of his life by simply asking Other Sheep for help.  An appointement was set for the initial interveiw and just this week the good news came back that the human rights services will sponsor the case. Legal fees will be provided for.

Your financial help is needed to meet certain living expenses
  

Will you please help at this time by giving a donation towards the living expenses of our Ugandan friend.  Emmanuel Kamau has graciously opened his home to this Ugandan who is seeking asylum.  Emmanuel,to date, has covered his costs for food, travel to and from human services, and other living expenses, as well as welcoming him into his home.  Emmanuel is doing all this at his own costs, and gladly.  However, although he is working full time, things have been tight for Emmanuel financially, especially as he faithfully helps his family back in Kenya with their financial needs, such as his brother's education, and also in view of the fact that within the past few months Emmanuel's home, as he reported to me, was broken into and certain valuables were either taken or destroyed including his computer.  Emmanuel has expressed that he could use help at this time in meeting the additional costs of having a second person living with him.

 

If you wish to discus the financial situation with Emmanuel, you may contact Emmanuel by email, phone or mailing address.  

 

Emmanuel Kamau's Contact Information:

Email:  bonixke@yahoo.com
 

Mailing Address
Mr. Emmanuel Kamau

9747 Forest Lane, Apt. 360

Dallas, TX 75243 (USA)

 

Phone:  214-200-6870

Emmanuel asked me to remind you that this is an opportunity to show the stranger, or foreigner, hospitality, "like the Good Samaritan" and the care he showed for his "neighbor."  Uganda "is your neighbor."

Mail your donation to Other Sheep and mark it for "Ugandan seeks asylum"
  

Emmanuel says "any amount will be deeply appreciated" and asks that all donations be sent to the St. Louis office of Other Sheep at the MO address.  Your gift is tax deductible.  Please make out your check to "Other Sheep" and designate it for "Ugandan seeking asylum."  If you make a donation, please inform Emmanuel Kamau of your donation so he can take notice.  Emmaneul says "thank you" and notes that your gift will make the perfect Christmas gift for his Ugandan guest . . . and also the perfect birthday gift:  Emmanuel celebrates his birthday this Monday, December 21.

Mail your donation to:

Other Sheep

16768 Old Jamestown Road

Florissant, MO 63034 (USA)

 

Other Sheep is a multi-cultural, ecumenical Christian ministry working worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their faith tradtions.

 

" . . . connecting people with people and people with resources . . . " 
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