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   "I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also."  John 10:16


	  Be a partner in ministry with Other Sheep . . . Make a matching-gift donation 
 Other Sheep eNews, December 30, 2009       

 

Link to this eNews at Other Sheep Archives 

   Kenyan Quaker Theologian and Pastor is Outed and is Excommunicated
 


	Read Noah Litu Kellum's story
Noah - a Kenyan Quaker  - Openly Tells His Story as a Gay Christain  

By N. L. Kellum, Kenya, Africa.  December 2009

 

My name is Noah Litu Kellum.  I'm Kenyan and I live in western Kenya.  I'm 31 years old.  I was born on the 25th of July, 1978.  I grew up in a family of seven boys and two sisters.  I'm the 8th born, second to last.  
 
At age 12 I knew I was gay.  I was always attracted to men.  At age 14 I had my first same-sex encounter.  It was with my school teacher.   From that time forward, I knew that I was normal and accepted myself that I am gay. 
 
My faith tradition is Christian - specifically, I'm a Quaker.  
 
I entered Mbale Primary School at age 8 (1986) and continued there for six years until 1994.  Then I went to Mbale High School and graduated in 1998 when I sat for secondary education certificate.
 
From 2001 to 2004 I was a student at Friends Theological College which is a Quaker Bible school in Kaimosi, Kenya.   I graduated with a Diploma in Bible and Theology.  Because I was the top graduating student, I was able to secure a scholarship to continue my education which I used to attend Kima International School of Theology from 2004 to 2008.  I graduated with a Bachelors degree in Bible and Theology.
 
After graduation I was posted to Chavakali High School as a Chaplain.  It was during this time that I spoke with some people from time to time about my sexual orientation.  I was serving as a pastor in our Quaker church.  When word got out to the church that I am gay, I was excommunicated.  This happened a year ago, December 2008, so I have been out of the church now for a year.
 
Like the church, my family has thrown me out of the house.  
 
Even so, I know I have been called by God to be a pastor.  None of this can change my calling especially knowing that Jesus does not discriminate.  I am still strong in the faith and my focus is knowing that I am saved by the blood of Jesus which was shed at Calvary.
 
I had a boyfriend who went to South Africa to study.  But, because there is a lot of freedom in South Africa for gay people he asked me to kindly allow him to marry there.  He married a man there in 2007.
 
I am struggling with life here in Kenya, but God will make a way for me, I believe.  I am still looking for another man for a relationship.  I am on Facebook and would be happy to meet new people and make new friends.

 

You can email Noah at nliitu@yahoo.com
 

Join Noah's Facebook Cause in support of Gay Quakers of East Africa 

Noah has created a Facebook cause entitled "Help to support gay Quakers in East Africa."  He asks you to show support by joining the cause and inviting your friends to the cause.

 

Personal Stories of Gay Christian Africans from Other Sheep East Africa website.    

Compiled 2007
 

Personal Story 01

Kenyan Man, Age 21
Who can I tell? My parents?  My teachers?  
Even preachers don't care.
I could not approach my parents about this ... not even 
my teachers.  ... Preachers do not care about gays.  I'm 
happy now having met other gay Christians.
Personal Story 02

Kenyan Man, Early Twenties
If my sister tells my parents, I'm afraid they'll 
kick me out!
My sister found me kissing another guy.  If my parents 
were to know they might kick me out of the house.

Personal Story 03

Kenyan Bisexual Man, Age 18
I stopped going to church once I got a 
boyfriend.
After breaking up I became depressed; I had already 
stopped going to church "because I didn't want the 
negative attention" about having a boyfriend.  I isolated 
myself and drank a lot.

Personal Story 04

Kenyan Man, Mid-Twenties
Now there's hope that I will no longer be
a conflicted gay Christian.
I quit the church because there was this fight within me 
and because I saw same-sex sex just as wrong.  But now 
there is hope that I can be gay and a Christian.

Personal Story 05

Kenyan Man, Early Twenties
Would God make someone and then deny that
person to love and be loved?
I still plan to marry . . . to change my orientation . . . to 
make her happy even at my own expense.  I may not be
able to give her what most straight men would, but I will 
try my best to give her something close to that.

Personal Story 06

Kenyan Man, Early 21 Years Old
For myself, I found it within me.  
It didn't come to me from white people.
We were arrested and kept in custody for three days 
for wearing earrings and tight jeans and tight tops.  In 
custody, a girl - the transgender - and I had to strip for 
the police to prove our sexuality.  We were molested.

Personal Story 07

Kenyan Man, 35 Years Old
Vowed to celibacy, poverty and obedience, I am a Roman Catholic gay man
I will not leave the Catholic church or religious life.  
I will stick in there and try to change the attitude of these two institutions from within their circles.

Personal Story 08

Rwandeese Man, Mid-Twenties
Everyone told me I was gay so I thought I 
would try it.
We might keep in touch afterwards if they are okay with 
our differences regarding homosexuality. I do not believe in gay marriage for example

Personal Story 09

Kenyan Man, Twenties
Story in the bathroom!
Just then I felt a warm thunder-like blast in my heart
and to tell you the truth I had never felt a warm feeling 
like this before.

Personal Story 10

Kenyan Man, Twenty-five
I applied every spiritual means I knew . . . but 
still I was gay
I wish I could be accepted as an equal in the church 
community and not feel like an outcast.
Photo below: 
 Noah Litu Kellum
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Gay and Christian and African  

 

Noah, featured in this eNews, is but one of the many gay African Christians who writes to Other Sheep throughout the year to tell us his or her story.  Noah first wrote us about mid-2009.

 

Noah's story is representative of what we see again and again in Africa:  gay Christians devoutly holding to their faith while embracing their sexual orientation.  For them, the two are not mutually exclusive.  They have come to their conclusion primarily by experience.  They know who they are in terms of their religious experiences and they know who they are in terms of their sexual orientation. They refuse to deny the reality or validity of either.

 

In Noah's case, he has expressed a desire to share his story publicly.  We are honored to publish it here.

 

Rev. Steve Parelli
Other Sheep Executive Director 
December 30, 2009
Bronx, NY 

Other Sheep Contact Persons for Africa   

 

Other Sheep East Africa Coordinator

Rev. Michael Kimindu
 

Kenya Other Sheep Coordinator

Rev. John Makokha
 

Rwanda - Democratic Republic of Congo Coordinator

Rev. J. Elie Gasana
 

Uganda Other Sheep Committee Chairperson

Dennis Wamala
 

Zambia Contact Person

Rev. Deogratias Vatiri
 

 -----

 

Coordinator for Africa

Jose Ortiz (USA)
 

Co-Coordinator for Africa

Emmanuel Kamau (USA)
 

 

 

Other Sheep is a multi-cultural ecumenical Christian ministry that works worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith traditions.
 
" . . . connecting people with people and people with resources . . . "

	Other Sheep in Nepal 2009, Thailand 2009 and Singapore 2009 
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Make a financial gift to Other Sheep and have it matched 1 dollar for every 2 dollars you give. 

Matching gift provided by the E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Foundation.
This offer is good through 2010.
 

Your financial gift can be sent by check to Other Sheep c/o Gordon Herzog, (Co-chairperson and Treasurer), 16768 Old Jamestown Rd., St. Louis, MO 63034.  
 
Make your check out to "Other Sheep" and email Susan Fazio, assistant to the Treasure, at fazfam6@aol.com with a note on your contribution.
 
Your gift will be matched 1 dollar for every 2 dollars you give.  If you give $100, the E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Foundation will match it with $50.  Give $500 and the match will be $250.00.  Your gift is tax deductible. 
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