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Welcome to the Other Sheep Newsletter
Dear Other Sheep Friend, , 

Introducing Felix of Southeast Asia  othersheepfelix@yahoo.com
 

In this issue we are introducing Felix of Southeast Asia who has joined Other Sheep as a contributing writer from Southeast Asia. We will feature his writings and also share with you articles and writings authored by others which he recommends. Felix is a gay ordained Asian Christian minister, so he writes from the perspective of a gay Christian.  Jose and I met him last summer during our travels.  He enjoys writing and is a capable writer.  Immediately following is a list with links of the material he has contributed to the Other Sheep website since last summer.  I know you will appreciate his contribution.
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Rev. Steve Parelli
Other Sheep Executive Director
sparelli2002@yahoo.com 

www.othersheepexecsite.com
Ordination credentials with MCC

Member of MCCNY and The Riverside Church of New York City
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Recent postings of the writings of Felix of Southeast Asia and articles he recommends  

 

My Story:  Building a Complete Life  
By Felix of Southeast Asia  (2009 August 12)

 

Becoming an Inclusive 

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_recommends_Becoming_an_Inclusive_Community_Challenges_from_Hong_Kongs_Tongzhi_Movement_by_Rose_Wu.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" Community:

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_recommends_Becoming_an_Inclusive_Community_Challenges_from_Hong_Kongs_Tongzhi_Movement_by_Rose_Wu.html&id=preview" \t "_blank"  Challenges from Hong Kong's 


 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_recommends_Becoming_an_Inclusive_Community_Challenges_from_Hong_Kongs_Tongzhi_Movement_by_Rose_Wu.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" Tongzhi Movement

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_recommends_Becoming_an_Inclusive_Community_Challenges_from_Hong_Kongs_Tongzhi_Movement_by_Rose_Wu.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" 
By Rose Wu (2009 November 19)

 

Hong Kong Gay Flotilla 2009

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_reports_on_Hong_Kong_Gay_Flotilla_2009_with_photos.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" 
Reported by Felix of Southeast Asia (2009 November 16)

 

Hong Kong Pride Parade 2009

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_reports_on_Hong_Kong_Pride_Parade_2009_with_photos.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" 
Reported by Felix of Southeast Asia (2009 November 5)

 

Excerpt

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_gives_Excerpts_from_the_book_Sex_Preist_by_Robert_Warren_Cromey_with_book_review_by_Peter_R_Lawson.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" s from the book

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_gives_Excerpts_from_the_book_Sex_Preist_by_Robert_Warren_Cromey_with_book_review_by_Peter_R_Lawson.html&id=preview" \t "_blank"  Sex 

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_gives_Excerpts_from_the_book_Sex_Preist_by_Robert_Warren_Cromey_with_book_review_by_Peter_R_Lawson.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" Priest

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_gives_Excerpts_from_the_book_Sex_Preist_by_Robert_Warren_Cromey_with_book_review_by_Peter_R_Lawson.html&id=preview" \t "_blank"  by a retired gay 

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_gives_Excerpts_from_the_book_Sex_Preist_by_Robert_Warren_Cromey_with_book_review_by_Peter_R_Lawson.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" Episcopalian priest 


 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_gives_Excerpts_from_the_book_Sex_Preist_by_Robert_Warren_Cromey_with_book_review_by_Peter_R_Lawson.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" Robert 

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_gives_Excerpts_from_the_book_Sex_Preist_by_Robert_Warren_Cromey_with_book_review_by_Peter_R_Lawson.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" Warren

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_gives_Excerpts_from_the_book_Sex_Preist_by_Robert_Warren_Cromey_with_book_review_by_Peter_R_Lawson.html&id=preview" \t "_blank"  Cromey 

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_gives_Excerpts_from_the_book_Sex_Preist_by_Robert_Warren_Cromey_with_book_review_by_Peter_R_Lawson.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" (2005) and a 

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_gives_Excerpts_from_the_book_Sex_Preist_by_Robert_Warren_Cromey_with_book_review_by_Peter_R_Lawson.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" Book Review

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_gives_Excerpts_from_the_book_Sex_Preist_by_Robert_Warren_Cromey_with_book_review_by_Peter_R_Lawson.html&id=preview" \t "_blank"  by Peter R. 

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_gives_Excerpts_from_the_book_Sex_Preist_by_Robert_Warren_Cromey_with_book_review_by_Peter_R_Lawson.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" Lawson  
(2009 October 22)

 

"Singapore se

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_comments_Singapore_seems_to_be_more_homophobic_than_Malaysia.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" ems to be more 

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_comments_Singapore_seems_to_be_more_homophobic_than_Malaysia.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" homophobic than Malaysia"  A casual email from Felix of Southeast Asia (2009 October 12)
 

Hong Kong at risk of

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_recommends_article_on_Hong_Kong_at_risk_of_losing_its_only_gay_community_centre_by_Sylvia_Tan.html&id=preview" \t "_blank"  losing its 

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_recommends_article_on_Hong_Kong_at_risk_of_losing_its_only_gay_community_centre_by_Sylvia_Tan.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" only gay community centre (2009 
September 20)  Follow-up January 2010:  Rainbow Center 

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_recommends_article_on_Hong_Kong_at_risk_of_losing_its_only_gay_community_centre_by_Sylvia_Tan.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" HK is

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_recommends_article_on_Hong_Kong_at_risk_of_losing_its_only_gay_community_centre_by_Sylvia_Tan.html&id=preview" \t "_blank"  still 

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_recommends_article_on_Hong_Kong_at_risk_of_losing_its_only_gay_community_centre_by_Sylvia_Tan.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" open 
(2010 January 8)

 

The Gay Sons of Allah

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_recommends_The_Gay_Sons_of_Allah_by_Juliane_von_Mettelstaedt_and_Daniel_Steinvorth.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" 
By Juliane von Mittelstaedt and Daniel Steinvorth (Sep 17, 2009)

 

Four Malaysian Transsexuals Share Their Life Story

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=9ogmkhdab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.othersheepexecsite.com%2FGay_Felix_reports_on_Four_Malaysian_Transexuals_Share_Their_Story.html&id=preview" \t "_blank" 
By Felix of Southeast Asia  (2009 September 09)

 

 You can email Felix of Southeast Asia at othersheepfelix@yahoo.com
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Hong Kong Gay Flotilla, 2009, Photos by Felix
Queering Galatians chapters 1 and 2
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Queering the Epistle to the Galatians 
by Rev. Steve Parelli, Bronx, NY 

 

In an adaptation of chapters 1 and 2 of Paul's Epistle to the Galatians, Rev. Stephen Parelli gives an alternative queer interpretation of the apostle's letter, rendering and amplifying the text verse by verse.
 

  

Galatians Chapter Two
Yesterday, Parelli posted his rendering of Galatians chapter 2 to the Internet via his website, Other Sheep Exec Site.

In the first half of the second chapter of Galatians (verse 1-10), Parelli parallels his personal beginnings in queer justice work with Paul's beginnings in Antioch and Jerusalem. In the second half of the chapter, Parelli relates Paul's confrontation with Peter over circumcision and hypocrisy with the evangelical church's failure to maintain inclusivity within its community of believers, especially the inclusivity of queer believers.

Parelli gives the following subheadings to his rendering of Galatians chapter 2: Personal beginnings (verses 1-10); The evangelical church's closeted queer ministers (verses 11-12); The evangelical church's problem of artificial inclusion (verses 13-14a); The problem of the "down low" queer Christian (verse 14b); The evangelical church's need to live the message it knows it has received (verses 15-16); Christ is not the minister of discrimination (verses 17-19); Here is the way of Christ (verse 20); and Laws without love cannot produce a just society (verse 21).
  

Galatians Chapter One
Last October (2009), immediately following his participation in the Equality March in Washington, D.C., Parelli, inspired by the March, wrote his queer rendering of Galatians chapter 1. On his website he says he had memorized and studied Galatians during his freshman year of Bible college filling five notebooks with personal study notes with the purpose of applying his studies to himself as a Christian struggling with his same-sex attractions. Now he reads the Bible as a queer Christian.  
The subdivisions of his verse by verse rendering of Galatians chapter 1 are: To live as he lived (verses 1-5); That the church has mistaken the "good news" as something else (verses 6-8); You see how important it is to keep the message in focus (verses 8-9); We know what we are about (verses 10-12); Sadly, we have destroyed our own daughters and sons (verse 13); A religion of "living-by-the-Bible" for profit (verse 14); What a "calling" - to reveal the rejected and despised Jesus (verses 15-16); A time to grow in knowledge and a time to speak out from that base of knowledge (verses 17-20); and That the LGBT Christian might see Jesus, the friend of the oppressed (verses 21-24).
The full verse by verse rendering of Galatians 1 and Galatians 2 is posted on the Other Sheep Exec Site.  The queer rendering is set in parallel form, verse by verse, along side of the text of the Authorized Version of King James (KJV). 

 

The "Lyings of a Woman:  Male-Male Incest in Lev. 18:22?
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SUMMARY of article by Dr. Renato Lings in Theology & Sexuality, Dec. 2009: 
'The "Lyings" of a Woman: Male-Male Incest in Lev. 18:22?'
by Dr. Renato Lings, Copenhagen, Denmark
 

Whenever the issue of Bible and homosexuality is discussed, Leviticus 18:22 is quoted. However, do we know for certain what this short verse means? What exactly are "the lyings of a woman"? This arcane expression is found in the original Hebrew. Despite their unusual nature, these words belong to what many regard as a clear prohibition of homosexuality. In most Bible translations and commentaries Leviticus 18:22 is presented as such. For example, the New Revised Standard Version suggests this rendering: You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.
 
It is a well-known fact that Lev. 18:22 ignores female homosexuality. Only Israelite males are addressed. In addition, there has been considerable debate as to the specific nature of the sexual act proscribed. Some think the verse describes anal penetration while others take the view that reproduction and the loss of valuable semen is the main concern of the Levitical legislator. The debate is far from over. 
 
In his article, Danish scholar Renato Lings has performed a close reading of the original Hebrew. He emphasizes that the wording is anything but straightforward. A literal translation may sound like this: And with (a) male you shall not lie (the) lyings (of a) woman. (An) abomination (is) that. To most English speakers such language is incomprehensible. To reach some form of clarity in accordance with modern English style, many translators have opted for a simple solution. They have taken the unfamiliar noun "lyings" and converted it to two familiar prepositions, namely, "as" and "with." This procedure is problematic. Only at the very beginning of the sentence does the Hebrew feature the preposition "with" (Hebrew eth). The preposition "as" (Hebrew ke) is entirely absent. 
 
Renato Lings points out another underresearched issue: incest. In a recent scholarly work, Dr. David T. Stewart has suggested that Lev. 18:22 addresses the often-ignored issue of male-male incest. He bases his view on the fact that the primary concern of chapter 18 is precisely male-female incest: incest with mother, stepmother, aunt, mother-in-law, sister-in-law, daughter-in-law, etc. A supplementary clause in Lev. 18:22 proscribing male-male incest would make perfectly good sense. Dr. Lings backs up this hypothesis with supporting evidence located in Lev. 20 and the book of Genesis.
 
The original Hebrew phrase is extremely difficult to translate. However, the incest link provides valuable insight into its possible meaning. In his article Dr. Lings arrives at the conclusion that incest is indeed a major factor in this text. It should be taken into account whenever Lev. 18:22 is discussed.
 
The complete article is available for purchase via this link:
http://www.equinoxjournals.com/ojs/index.php/TSE/issue/current
 
Renato Lings may be contacted at: 

biblioglot@gmail.com
Photo below:  Lumut, Malaysia, early morning rising clouds.  August 2009. Photo by Steve Parelli



In This Issue 

A list of Felix's writings and recommended articles with links 

Queering Galatians 2 verse by verse 

A new look at Lev. 18:22 by Dr. Renato Lings 

MCC General Conference-Kimindu Scholarship Fund 

Dr Kenneth Dobson of Thailand 

Emmanuel Kamau volunteers for Creating Change Conference 2010 

[image: image5.jpg]



MCC General Conference-Kimindu Scholarship Fund 

Rev. Kimindu, pastor of the MCC church of Nairobi, has been selected as one of the MCC pastors/leaders from abroad to participate as a recipient of the "Be A Gem" campaign -- a fund drive to raise money for the purpose of bringing international LGBT MCC leaders to the Acapulco conference, June 28 - July 2.  Rev. Kimindu is a worthy recipient, as his 2009 Report reveals.  You can read his plea for financial assistance in the "Be A Gem" brochure. 

 

To give, write a check made out to Other Sheep, designate it for "Kimindu - Be A Gem," and mail it to Gordon Herzog, 16768 Old Jamestown Rd., Florissant, MO 63034-1409.
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Dr Kenneth Dobson of Thailand 

In the August 8, 2009 issue of the Other Sheep eNews, we featured the writings and ministry of Dr. Kenneth Dobson.  Felix of Southeast Asia joins Dr. Dobson as an Other Sheep contributor for Asia. 

 

Dr. Dobson is a Presbyterian minister who resides in northern Thailand with his Thai husband.  They were married last September 2009 in Iowa.

 

Dr. Dobson serves with Other Sheep as Advisor for Asia.
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Emmanuel Kamau volunteers for Creating Change Conference 2010 

Attendees of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 2010 Creating Change Conference meeting in Dallas, TX, February 3-7 will see Other Sheep co-Coordinator for Africa Emmanuel Kamau working as a conference helper volunteer.  Emmanuel makes his home in Dallas.  He has taken the week off from work to volunteer his time at the conference.  "I want to network Other Sheep at the conference as I have opportunity," he says.  "Volunteering as a helper was the only way I could afford to attend."  
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About Other Sheep 

Other Sheep is a multi-cultural, ecumenical Christian ministry that works worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith traditions. 

 

 "...connecting people with people and people with resources..."
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