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Anglican Bishop Christopher Senyonjo of Uganda to Preach at St. Luke in the Field, Manhattan, New York, June 6  
In this issue:  An editorial by Rev. Steve Parelli on the need for Christians worldwide to take action and speak out against Christians persecuting and assaulting gay Christians in Africa.
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African Christians persecute and assault gay African Christians - the need to speak out has perhaps never been greater.  

An editorial by Rev. Steve Parelli, Bronx, New York, May 23, 2010
Dear Other Sheep Friend,

Africans are a deeply religious people . . . who, at times, are persecuting one another
Gay Christians in Africa are being persecuted and assaulted by African Christians.   The Christian faith in Africa is a significant force both politically and socially (See Mary Nyangweso Wangila, Female Circumcision:  The Interplay of Religion, Culture, and Gender in Kenya, 2007, p 35).  Religion in Africa is both the problem and the answer, according to Kenyan Mary Wangila (Ibid, p 10, 19, 27, 35, 37, 68, 99, 136, 125, 162).

The pulpits of many African countries have a potential impact on multitudes of Africans for good or for evil
By the end of today - Sunday -  "more Anglicans [will have] attended church in each of Kenya, South Africa, Tanzania and Uganda than [will have] Anglicans in Britain and Canada and Episcopalians in the United States combined - and the number of Anglicans in church in Nigeria [will have been] several times the number in those other African countries" (source: Mark A Noll, The New Shape of World Christianity, 2009, emphasis mine).
The Association of Evangelicals in Africa are, as far as we can tell, turning a deaf ear towards the Anti-Homosexuality Bill of Uganda -- Their own writings betray them
What are these churches teaching about homosexuality?  How does the pulpit in Africa fuel the flames of persecution against LGBT people? See how the Association of Evangelicals in Africa have fueled anti-gay sentiment in their Africa Bible Commentary. Other Sheep has written the officers of AEA asking for their view on the Anti-Homosexuality Bill and has received no response.
What one gay Christian Kenyan says about the church in Kenya
In 2007 one gay Christian Kenyan told us "The church is happy when you are out of the church . . . They say what the h--- are you doing in church. ... One of the reasons I stopped going to church 5 years ago, we were talking about the whole issue - he [the minister] almost went ballistic:  'You cannot be in church and be gay, the bible condemns it.' The pastor re-enforced it - 'you cannot be in church and be gay.'  That's why you cannot find gays in church.  The church is very hostile to them.  Most of us have grown up in the church -stigmatized."  (Source: Steve and Jose's transcript of 2007 recorded Kenyan gay stories as told to Steve and Jose.)
Ask what your church, mosque or synagogue can do.  Invite Other Sheep to speak to the topic of gay Christians in the world today.
Find out what your church or mosque or synagogue is doing to stop the persecution of LGBT people in Africa and join in the cause.  Other Sheep is here to help, too, as we are able, with a focus on faith-based organizations and individuals.  Other Sheep is available to speak to your organization or place of worship about LGBT Christians, as we have come to know them, in East Africa, Latin America, and parts of Asia.
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 Rev. Steve Parelli, Bronx, New York

Quick Links 

Other Sheep Coordinator for Uganda (his blog)  

 
Other Sheep in Kampala 2008 

 
Other Sheep in Kampala 2007
 

Other Sheep East Africa Coordinators 

 

Other Sheep on the Anti-Homosexuality Bill of Uganda 

 

Join Our List




Rt. Rev. Bishop Christopher Senyonjo's mention of The Children Are Free and "other sheep" 
by Rev. Steve Parelli 

Bronx, NY

May 23, 2010 

Shortly after our Other Sheep visit to Uganda in 2007, the book Homosexuality: Perspectives from Uganda was published in which Bishop Senyonjo contributed the article "No Human Being Should Be Deprived of Love." 
 
 During our brief visit to Uganda in 2007, Jose Ortiz and I met with the secretary of Integrity Uganda and had a phone conversation with Bishop Senyonjo.  In his article he made reference to "other sheep" and to the book we distributed in Uganda entitled The Children Are Free:  Reexamining the Biblical Evidence on Same-sex Relationships by Rev. Jeff Miner and John Tyler Connoley.

 

Bishop Senyonjo wrote:  "I for one, even if I am not a homosexual, have been barred from preaching, and officiating at the church of Uganda services because I felt called by God to speak out for the sexual minority whom some other sympathizers call the other sheep. . . . I would like to recommend two books that we should read:  Daniel Helminiak's book entitled "What Does The Bible Really Says About Homosexuality," and another book by Jeff Miner and John Taylor Connoley entitled "The Children Are Free." 
 
p 15, Homosexuality:  Perspectives from Uganda, Editor Sylvia Tamale, 2007

Bishop Christopher Senyonjo of Uganda to Preach at St. Luke in the Field, Manhattan, New York
Date, Time and Place 

 

Date:

Sunday, June 6, 2010

Time:

10:30am - 12:00pm

Location:

The Church of St. Luke in the Fields

Street:

487 Hudson Street

City:             

New York, NY

 

Description
Source:  Facebook Event Announcement  

 

On June 6th, The Right Reverend Christopher Senyonjo will preach at St. Luke's at the 10:30 a.m Eucharist

Bishop Christopher Senyonjo, often referred to as the Desmond Tutu of Uganda, is an outspoken advocate for human rights. He has taken great risks in defense of LGBT people in his country, a nation where lawmakers recently considered imposing a death penalty on homosexuals. He will travel to the US to address worldwide homophobia and the draconian anti-gay movement and legislation pending in Uganda.

Christopher served as a bishop in the Anglican Church of Uganda from 1974 to 1998. Just when he retired in 1998, Uganda's President Museveni called for greater criminalization against homosexuality. At the same time, a priest in his diocese asked Bishop Christopher if he would consider counseling some young gay men. Having an interest in human sexuality since his seminary days, Christopher agreed.

He started counseling five of them, one by one. He discovered that they were frightened and unhappy, felt rejected and wondered whether God loved them since they were being called sinners by their teachers and peers. He realized during those sessions that they did not choose to be gay, that they were born that way. He helped them find ways to accept themselves and urged them to keep their faith because God loves them.

After a few meetings with Bishop Christopher, these gay men decided that they should start a support and advocacy group. This was the beginning of Integrity Uganda. They asked Bishop Christopher to be their chaplain and chairperson of the new group. He accepted, feeling it was a calling. He had no idea how risky and hard it was going to be. 

In March 2001, the Anglican Church of Uganda denounced Integrity Uganda and Christopher was vehemently attacked personally for his support of the group. He received death threats which prompted him to flee to the US for sanctuary where he was taken in for 6 months by Integrity President Michael Hopkins and his partner, John Clinton Bradley.

In his absence, the bishop was effectively inhibited from performing his duties as a priest and bishop in the Church of Uganda. Many of the bishops who had been close contemporaries and friends of his turned against him and shun him to this day. One of the ways a retired bishop in the church makes money is to do services as a "fill-in" throughout the church. His colleagues stopped inviting him to do any church services and this left him financially strapped and emotionally devastated.
Integrity USA made a commitment to provide Bishop Christopher with income and expenses for an office where he could counsel and pastor to the LGBT community. His office continues to be a meeting place for Integrity Uganda.

Bishop Christopher says that what has sustained him during what he calls "the big storms of life" is his deep belief that the Gospel of Christ does not discriminate against anybody. He continues to spread the message that God loves everyone equally. Knowing this truth, he says, has set him free.

His ministry with Integrity Uganda could soon outlawed by the government, and Bishop Christopher could be put in prison for his support of LGBT Ugandans if Uganda's proposed "anti-homosexuality" bill becomes a law. He has strongly condemned the bill as a violation of the UN's Declaration of Human Rights and a violation of the sacred bonds of the Ugandan extended family system. He calls the bill inhumane and was recently a part of a delegation to the Speaker of the House to reject the bill.
The Anti-Homosexuality Bill features several provisions that human rights groups say would spur a witch hunt of homosexuals in the country:

· Gays and lesbians convicted of having gay sex would be sentenced, at minimum, to life in prison
· People who test positive for HIV may be executed
· Homosexuals who have sex with a minor, or engage in homosexual sex more than once, may also receive the death penalty
· The bill forbids the "promotion of homosexuality," which in effect bans organizations working in HIV and AIDS prevention
· Anyone who knows of homosexual activity taking place but does not report it would risk up to three years in prison
Many religious leaders in Uganda support this bill. A poll this past July found that 95% of Christians and Muslims in the country are opposed to legalizing homosexuality.
The bishop has remained consistently critical of this legislation and is calling upon the international community and faith communities to oppose its passage and implementation. He continues to speak out: I want to assure you that there is no turning back on this road to full inclusion and pastoral sensitivity to all God's people in our Church and therefore, I call upon the good leadership of my Church in Uganda to respond pastorally and quickly to all these unfortunate and open-ended forms of anarchy, which only serve to dent the good image of the Church."

Integrity USA, a 35 year old LGBT advocacy group within the Episcopal Church is the sponsor of Bishop Christopher visit. 

 

Project Congo and Rwanda Other Sheep NGO 

 

Donations are needed to help cover the legal costs of making Other Sheep Rwanda and Other Sheep Dem Rep of the Congo NGO.

 

Read about our Other Sheep Coordinator for the Congo and Rwanda.


 
Make a donation today
.

 
Nepal Translation Project
Other Sheep and Blue Diamond Society and 
Jesus MCC of Indianapolis, Indiana, Announce the 
Translation and Distribution of the book The 
Children Are Free in Nepali for Nepal.  --  $2,000 is 
needed for the translation work.
 

 Use PayPal to make a donation today.  

Other Sheep is a multicultural, ecumenical Christian ministry that works worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith to their respective faith traditions.

 

"...connecting people with people and people with resources..."
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