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Steven Monjeza and Tiwonge Chimbalanga have been pardoned by the Malawi authorities, but still face an uncertain future
by Chris Watt,  30 May 2010, Source:  Click here 
 

By Chris Watt, May 30, 2010.  Source:  Click here 
They were condemned to a life of suffering simply because of who they were, and their plight unleashed a flood of support from around the world. 

But yesterday, after five months behind bars, a young Malawian couple jailed for their gay relationship were given a full pardon after the intervention of the United Nations.

The African state has particularly close ties to Scotland, and its abysmal record on equality has shaken the relationship between the two states before.

The country is the key recipient of Scotland's overseas aid budget. Holyrood recently pledged £7 million to Scots companies working for the benefit of the Malawian people.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon appealed to the Malawian president, Bingu wa Mutharika, during a visit to the country.

The Malawian leader has relented, but maintained the actions of Steven Monjeza, 26, and his 20-year-old partner Tiwonge Chimbalanga, whom he married in December, were wrong.

"These boys committed a crime against our culture, our religion and our laws," wa Mutharika insisted, adding: "I have done this on humanitarian grounds - but this does not mean that I support this."

The case sparked fury around the western world, and threatened to hamper aid programmes to the nation.

Scotland's External Affairs Minister Fiona Hyslop last week wrote to Malawi's foreign minister expressing Scotland's concerns, and yesterday the Scottish Government welcomed President Mutharika's decision. Describing the sentence as "one which dismayed those who support fundamental human rights", a Scottish Government spokeswoman said the relationship between the countries could be "positive and productive" as before.

Stonewall Scotland said it was "the best news we could have hoped for".

Carl Watt, the charity's director, said: "Many people in Scotland have had concerns for these two men. The international community has demonstrated it will not accept these outdated laws."

Ross Stevenson, director of gay rally Pride Glasgow, said the decision was "great news", but warned that "LGBT people still face prosecution and persecution in Malawi and other countries".

Equality campaigner Peter Tatchell, who has provided support to Monjeza and Chimbalanga, said it was time for the Malawian government to "show true humanitarian leadership" by repealing anti-gay laws and introducing protection for same-sex couples, as South Africa did in 2006.

As the two men prepared to leave prison yesterday afternoon, their struggle was not over. Human rights observers in the country fear for the couple's safety as long as they stay in Malawi.

Edi Phiri, who fled from Malawi to Britain in 2005 after being attacked because he was gay, said the two would have to seek asylum outside of Malawi.

"They will be out of prison, but what will happen next?" he said. "I don't think they will be safe in Malawi."

A cousin of Chimbalanga, Maxwell Manda, said earlier in the week that he wanted to escape Malawi upon his release.

Asylum applications for he and his partner would most likely be accepted in the western world, such has been the public outcry.
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Project Congo and Rwanda Other Sheep NGO 

 

Donations are needed to help cover the legal costs of making Other Sheep Rwanda and Other Sheep Dem Rep of the Congo NGO.

 

Read about our Other Sheep Coordinator for the Congo and Rwanda.


 Make a donation today

.
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Nepal Translation Project
Other Sheep and Blue Diamond Society and 
Jesus MCC of Indianapolis, Indiana, Announce the 
Translation and Distribution of the book The 
Children Are Free in Nepali for Nepal.  --  $2,000 is 
needed for the translation work.
 

 Use PayPal to make a donation today.  

Other Sheep is a multicultural, ecumenical Christian ministry that works worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith traditions.

 

"...connecting people with people and people with resources..."
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