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	 PRESS RELEASE:  Other Sheep Kenya holds a discussion with Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School Apologetics class on human sexuality, gender identity and Christianity on May 27, 2010.
 Make a donation to Nepal Translation Project
 Make a donation to Rwanda/Dem Rep Congo NGO Project
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Other Sheep eNews, June 15, 2010


	Other Sheep addresses LGBT/SOGI human rights consultation meeting, June 14, 2010, at Church Center of the United Nations, United Nations Plaza 4. 
Just Published
  

Kenyan Coming Out Stories:  "Creating Communities of Listeners"
A Research Project by Rev. Stephen R. Parelli and Jose Enrique Ortiz
 

This research project was originally written by Steve Parelli as a PowerPoint presentation for his Queen College (City University of New York) 2009 Spring course Language and Cross-Cultural Communications (MA in Applied Linguistics).  Jose Ortiz was completely in charge of making and logging the recordings on site in Kenya.  His work was invaluable.  Findings were co-considered by both Steve and Jose.  The course professor encouraged Steve to put his findings into a paper for possible publication. 
 

Quick Links for Other Sheep East Africa  

 

Other Sheep East Africa website 

Other Sheep Coordinator for Uganda (his blog)  

 
Other Sheep in Kampala 2008 

 
Other Sheep in Kampala 2007
 

Other Sheep East Africa Coordinators 

 

Other Sheep on the Anti-Homosexuality Bill of Uganda 

 

Join Our List




Other Sheep addresses LGBT/SOGI human rights consultation meeting, June 14, 2010, at Church Center of the United Nations, United Nations Plaza 4
 By Rev. Stephen Parelli, June 15, 2010, Bronx, NY  

On June 14th, 2010, the Unitarian Universalist United Nations Office hosted a day-long consultation on the human rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, and the international decriminalization of sexual orientation and gender identity with Ugandan Bishop Christopher Senyonjo, LGBT advocate, ally, and exiled Bishop of the Church of Uganda.

Executive Director of Other Sheep Rev. Stephen Parelli, a panel member of the first session, citing Mary Wangila, author of Female Circumcision, The Interplay of Religion, Culture, and Gender in Kenya, said the problem of, and the answer to, homophobia is one and the same: religion. Citing Mark A. Noll, The New Shape of World Christianity, and concurring with Julius Kaggwa the panelist who spoke before him that Uganda is an evangelical country, Parelli referenced "The East African Revival" of the 1920s as the historical reason for the present day evangelical fervor in East Africa. Parelli said evangelicals believe in the final authority of the Word of God and that when addressing evangelicals about homosexuality one need's to understand the evangelical's starting point: the Word of God.

Parelli provided two hand outs to the participants: A critique on Ysufu Turaki's featured article on homosexuality in Zondervan's Africa Bible Commentary and "Kenyan Coming Out Stories: Creating Communities of Listeners."

Parelli, referring to Ysufu Turaki's homophobic, intolerant article as an example of how religion is the problem, said the Association of Evangelicals in Africa, Pastor Rick Warren of Saddleback Church and Dr. Douglas Carew of Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of Theology endorse Africa Bible Commentary. Parelli said Other Sheep, in view of the intolerant article on homosexuality, has written board members of the Association of Evangelicals in Africa asking them to give their position on the Ugandan Anti-Homosexuality Bill and that no reply was received.

By contrast, showing how religion is part of the answer, Parelli said on May 27, 2010, Other Sheep Kenya held a discussion with Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School Apologetics class on human sexuality, gender identity and Christianity and that one student said this was her first time to learn about homosexuality in an academic setting.

In addition, Parelli referenced two seminars on homosexuality and religion conducted by Other Sheep Kenya on the cost of Kenya as an example of how education is crucial. Parelli reading from the recommendations of the Other Sheep Christian Religious Leaders' Seminar (March 5, 2010) and the recommendations of the Other Sheep dialogue with Muslim Religious Leaders (March 6, 2010), said Christian and Muslim religious leaders in Kenya are asking for more seminars and educational materials that will address their respective sacred writings, sexual orientation, human sexuality and religion.

Parelli said that Other Sheep has distributed in Africa The Blue Book and The Children Are Free: Reexamining the Biblical Evidence on Same-sex Relationships. Parelli said in 2008 Other Sheep conducted a full day seminar in Kampala, Uganda, on the Bible and homosexuality with 40 plus LGBT Christians in attendance. Parelli indicated the teaching on the Bible and homosexuality was liberating for Ugandan LGBT Christians. Parelli, reporting on the Other Sheep seminar on the Bible and homosexuality in Rwanda 2008, showed how the Bible, in its literal usage, as is the evangelical custom, has a far reaching impact for good or for ill.

Parelli read three written testimonies of LGBT Christians in East Africa whose lives were changed because of the educational materials or teachings they received on homosexuality and the Bible from Other Sheep. Parelli, quoting from the first testimonial, read "You gave me a book, The Children are Free. Very inspiring. Talk of people who have been transformed by the book . . . here I am. Kindly return to Africa . . . I appreciate your Other Sheep ministry . . . Good job." Quoting from a second testimonial and highlighting the idea of education, Parelli read, "We thank God for sending Jose and Steve to this country in such a time. We're blessed and going back to the glory that we'd left because of ignorance." Quoting from a third testimonial, Parelli read "I've been with Other Sheep for almost four months now. Other Sheep East Africa, through Rev. Kimindu, enabled me to reconcile my Christianity with my homosexuality. I've come out to my sis. ... I just wanted to thank people like you for what you do. It saved this life. Glory be to God." 

In the final session of the day, Parelli said the most valuable resource for the battle against homophobia in Africa is already in place, i.e., the religious leaders and the LGBT activist in the pew in East Africa. Parelli said, they are educated, they know their region and their people; they know how to work their situation. It is for us to learn from them, understand them and the strategy they would employ; to work with them and to provide the tools they require and need. 
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Project Congo and Rwanda Other Sheep NGO 

 

Donations are needed to help cover the legal costs of making Other Sheep Rwanda and Other Sheep Dem Rep of the Congo NGO.

 

Read about our Other Sheep Coordinator for the Congo and Rwanda.


 Make a donation today

.
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Nepal Translation Project
Other Sheep and Blue Diamond Society and 
Jesus MCC of Indianapolis, Indiana, Announce the 
Translation and Distribution of the book The 
Children Are Free in Nepali for Nepal.  --  $2,000 is 
needed for the translation work.
 

 Use PayPal to make a donation today.  

Other Sheep is a multicultural, ecumenical Christian ministry that works worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith traditions.

 

"...connecting people with people and people with resources..."

	

	


	Forward email



This email was sent to sparelli2002@yahoo.com by sparelli2002@yahoo.com.

Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Email Marketing by




Other Sheep | 16768 Old Jamestown Road | Florissant | MO | 63034


	
Send a test version of your email to yourself, and to others including a personal message. Up to  5  addresses may be entered separated by a comma ",". 

	Email Address(es):
[image: image8.wmf]

sparelli2002@yahoo.com




(Separate multiple addresses with a comma ",")

Personal Note:
[image: image9.wmf]




[image: image10.wmf]Send both HTML & Text versions

	View HTML Version
View Text Version



View Printable Version



Top of Form

[image: image12.wmf]

1103483287895



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image13.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image14.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image15.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image16.wmf]


Bottom of Form

[image: image17.png]



_1338094725.unknown

_1338094727.unknown

_1338094728.unknown

_1338094726.unknown

_1338094723.unknown

_1338094724.unknown

_1338094722.unknown

_1338094721.unknown

