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Other Sheep eNews, October 31, 2010                                        


	
	Makokha's Other Sheep Kenya visit to NYC well received, October 22-27 
Also:  
Parelli & Ortiz speak to Yale students, October 2 
And:
Parelli & Ortiz's Soulforce visit with Rev. Eddie Long, June 2, 2008 - Steve's June 1, 2008 reflections
And this:
Other Sheep Thailand host and friend shunned by his fellow Christian gospel singers
In This eNews
Makokha's sudden, unexpected visit to America
NYC LGBT leaders back Makokha's visit to NYC
The pain we feel when at last the joy we know: When Steve's daughter and brother accepted him as a gay man
Parelli speaks to LGBT Yale group
Preacher-father fails to accept his gay Yale-student son
My reflections on my personal meeting with Rev. Eddie Long
Other Sheep Thailand host is shunned by fellow gospel singers
Why no reports on India-Asia 2010 trip?
MAKE A DONATION TODAY TO HELP COVER REMAINING COSTS FOR REV. JOHN MAKOKHA'S USA TOUR.
 
As of this eNews mailing, the friends of RMN and Other Sheep are short $533.00 in covering the cost of bringing Rev. Makokha to the United States.  
 
If you can make a donation for this expense, please write your check to Other Sheep and designate it "John's USA tour"
 
Your gift is tax deductible.
 
Please mail your check to
  

Gordon I. Herzog, Co-chairperson, Treasurer
Other Sheep
16768 Old Jamestown Rd.,
Florissant, MO 63034-1409 - USA

Telephone (314) 355-2060
Fax: (314) 653-0657
email: giherzog
@aol.com
 

__________________

 

 

Steve Parelli blogs on Rev. John Makokha's visit to New York City, Oct. 22-27
 

The Riverside church Maranatha hosts Other Sheep presentation with Rev. John Makokha of Kenya as speaker
 
Saturday Open House and Sunday Church Services with Rev. John Makokha
 
Dinosaur bones, African mammal exhibits, and the marginalized of East Africa 

 

Makokha's last full day in the USA, October 27, 2010 

  

__________
 
Steve Parelli blogs on "Ex-Gay" leader John A. Murphy's homophobic response to Rev. John Makokha's visit to Tennessee, Oct. 17
 
"Ex-gay" leader John A. Murphy calls gays "deniers of the Word of God" in letter to Coordinator of Other Sheep Kenya...........and see the blog with the full body of John A. Murphy's letter to John Makokha ... click here 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2010 was a great month for Other Sheep networking in the USA

Dear Other Sheep Friend, 

October was unexpectedly a very busy, but good and profitable month for networking and sharing the ministry of Other Sheep with new people here in the Unitied States.  Rev. John Makokha came to America at a moment's notice for a two-week tour that included Ohio, Tennessee and New York City.  He was with Other Sheep in NYC for five nights, Oct. 22-27.  

Earlier in the month, Jose and I spoke to LGBT Yale students of Bridges, an interfaith LGBT group of Yale University.  About four days following our Yale engagement, I was notified that Makokha was coming to America and was immediately thrust into seeking sponsors, advertising, and 
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Rev. Steve Parelli. 

coordinating for NYC meetings and John's stay.

Everyone's help was immensely appreciated!

Sincerely,

Rev. Steve Parelli,
Other Sheep, Executive Director
MCC ordained; member of MCCNY and The Riverside Church

Rev. John Makokha is invited to immediately  come to America by friends of RMN

by Rev. Stephen Parelli, Bronx, NY. October 29, 2010
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The River of Living Waters Dance Ministry. 

On or around October 6, I was notified by a friend of RMN that plans were in the making to bring Rev. Makokha to the USA.  I asked if he could be routed through NYC for speaking opportunities here.  They agreed and made plans for him to spend time in NYC.  

The friends of RMN were asking if Makokha's airfare money could be wired to him through the Other Sheep St. Louis office, and of course I was glad to help.  Our Other Sheep Bronx office -- actually my home-slash-office -- was busy October 8 with wiring three separate MoneyGrams to Makokha and preparing receipts to be sent to St. Louis.  

His tickets were being held in Nairobi until noon of Oct. 9.  He woke that morning with emails from me telling him the money had been sent and could be immediately picked up. 

Fortunately, all went well  . . . from the wiring of his money . . . to his return trip on October 27.  

Many LGBT leaders make it possible for Rev. John Makokha to present Other Sheep Kenya to New Yorkers, October 22-26.

by Rev. Stephen Parelli, Bronx, NY. October 29, 2010
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Left to right:  Parelli, Makokha, Flunder

Together, and with the help of many friends in New York City, John Makokha and Steve Parelli were able to present Other Sheep Kenya in four church settings and one home setting: The Riverside Church, where we presented to Maranatha - Riversiders for LGBT Concerns; Rehoboth Temple in Harlem; Metropolitan Community Church of New York; Church of St. Paul and St. Andrew, United Methodist (SPSA); and the Parelli-Ortiz home in the Bronx. 

﻿
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St.Paul and St. Andrews presentation. 

Many people participated in making possible these events: The Convener of Maranatha, Karen Taylor; the pastor of Rehoboth Temple, Elder Joseph Tolton; Rev. Pat Bumgardner, pastor of MCC-NY; Bridget Cabrera, associate pastor of Young Adult Ministry at SPSA; Dr. Dorothee Benz of MIND; and Jose Ortiz, Other Sheep Coordinator for Africa. Rev. Stephen Parelli coordinated John's visit to NYC.

Special thanks to Jorge Lockward for opening up his home for lodging for John Makokha for the duration of his stay in New 
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At right, John speaking at MCCNY.  Above, John with Rev. Pat Bumgardner. 

York City.


To see more photos of the MCC meeting, click here
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The Pain we feel when at last the joy we know:  A coming-out story with some happy endings at long, long last

by Rev. Stephen Parelli, Bronx, NY. October 15, 2010
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Rebecca with her father, reunited

A personal account on how my daughter and my brother's at-long-last acceptance of me as a gay person caused the pain that was buried to come to the surface... as if the poison was finally discharged.

An excerpt:
 

"But the words that both crushed me and enraptured me were my brother's own email words "How can I help?" And of course, the "how-can-I-help?" was in the context of gay teen suicides. The pain I had buried about being gay during my teen years - silently in the presence of Jeff - erupted. I stood alone in the quietness of my Bronx apartment, and walking aimlessly to the entrance way I leaned against the wall there in the foyer, and looking out onto the living room area, I howled as I sobbed. The howling was like a deep, deep "demon" within me, coming out at last."


To read the full account, click here.

Other Sheep is presented to Yale student LGBT interfaith group

by Rev. Stephen Parelli, Bronx, NY. October 29, 2010
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Other Sheep speaks to Yale LGBT group. 

On October 2, Jose Ortiz, Truck Darling and Steve Parelli took the Metro North to New Haven to give an Other Sheep presentation to Yale students on "LGBTQ & Religious Communities in Developing Countries." The small Yale group of students met in Morse Fellow's Lounge. The meeting was arranged and hosted by Bridges, Yale's LGBTQ and ally interfaith group led by Joan Gass.

The Yale students each introduced themselves and stated their religious background.  Steve gave a PowerPoint on the mission of Other Sheep and its general work throughout the world.  Papers, books and articles were made available to students on a display table.  A couple students offered to make their writings available on the Other Sheep website.

See the following related article, Pentecostal preacher-father can't get past the fact that his Yale-student son is gay.

Pentecostal preacher-father can't get past the fact that his Yale-student son is gay

by Rev. Stephen Parelli, Bronx, NY, October 18, 2010

Two excerpts:


"Jose and Julio's meeting [at our Yale speaking engagement, October 2, 2010] is especially unique because of the small size of the denomination. Remarkable, that two gay men, Jose in his mid-forties and Julio a sophomore at Yale, having the same denominational background 
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LGBT Yale student with Jose - both share a common religious background. 

would meet: Jose, now traveling the world summers, empowering LGBT people of faith, and Julio an up-and-coming young man at Yale. ....  

... On Sunday, October 17, Jose and I spoke briefly with Julio at Grand Central in Manhattan. He was passing through New York City on his way to New Haven, coming from his sister's wedding. He told us that his preacher-father, who has known since Julio was a young teenager that he is gay, spoke to him about someday getting married. The father is not yet able to entertain the thought that perhaps his "Biblical" view on same-sex love is ungrounded and that his son's sexual orientation is not a problem, but rather a gift to be embraced.

To read the full account, click here.

My personal meeting with Rev. Eddie Long, along with Troy Sanders and other Soulforce members.
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Rev. Eddie Long, right, with Troy Sanders. 

by Rev. Stephen Parelli, Bronx, NY, June 2, 2008

Reflections on My Experience as a participant of the "American Family Outing" meeting with Bishop Eddie Long and New Birth Missionary Baptist Church staff members at their church in the Hospitality Suite, Lithonia, Georgia, Sunday, June 1, 2008.

To read my reflections, click here.

Confronting Karen homophobia in Burma

May 8th, 2010 by Violet Cho and Dave Gilbert, Guest Contributors 

· Note: Saw Yuri Galler invited and hosted Other Sheep to give a seminar in Mae Sot, Thailand on the Bible and homosexuality in August 2009  - Editor's note, Steve Parelli
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Saw Yuri Galler - Photo by Steve Parelli. 

Prominent gay Karen singer Saw Yuri Galler is publicly challenging Karen Christian leaders over suspected homophobia. Yuri has accused the Yangon-based Karen music group 

Klo and Kweh, of which he is a member, of banning him from performing at a series of concerts in Thailand as part of their international fundraising tour.

 

Yuri, named after the Israeli spoon-bender, repeatedly contacted Klo and Kweh leaders for answers but got no reply. Close colleagues of the music group then informed him that he was being excluded because of his sexuality.  

 

For the full article, click here.

What happened to the Steve-and-Jose reports, photos and web pages on their India-China 2010 trip?  

If you have followed Other Sheep over the years, you've come to expect that when Steve Parelli and Jose Ortiz travel during the summer months, that reports and photos are immediately put up on their website, and eNewes are sent out pointing you to the web pages.
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Parelli and Ortiz in the Forbidden City,

Beijing, China. August 2010.

 
 
What happened this year?

Well, we really did do as much work as any other summer.  In fact, this was our longest summer ever away from home working Other Sheep.

However, by the end of our first week, Steve's computer died and he had to replace it. He purchased a new computer in Hong Kong (which he is greatly enjoying now). 

Since the Other Sheep website has to be downloaded to the computer; and since the new program was Microsoft Office 2010 -- well, there was a lot to relearn and redo from writing documents, to cropping photos, to realigning our web site (page by page) with our fonts before publishing. 
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Up late into the night, 

out of doors at an electrical outlet, downloading the program system on to Steve's new computer. 

All his documents and photos were backed up.  So, no loss there.  Just a lot of readjustment and relearning which can be very time consuming.

Steve was hoping to get reports written and web pages built by the end of October.  But -- as you can see, that just hasn't happened.

Steve is hoping that by Christmas he'll have the reports and web pages up on their India/China trip.

Thank you for your patience.  It was a remarkable summer and we really can't wait to share it!

Steve and Jose
October 30, 2010
Bronx, NY
Join Our Mailing List!
Other Sheep
16768 Old Jamestown Road
Florissant, Missouri 63034
718-360-0884 

___________________________________________________


Other Sheep is a multi-cultural, ecumenical Christian ministry that works worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith traditions.

"...connecting people with people and people with resources..."
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