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"It must be said again and again in any society where 
religious teachings on homosexuality dominate, that the 
view of the religious majority is not to be legislated onto 
the views and practices of the sexual minority.   As long 
as a gay man or woman does not infringe upon the rights 
of other individuals, the homosexual (who is often 
Christian) has the same right as his heterosexual 
counterpart, to interpret the Bible according to his or her 
understanding and to answer only before God (and not to 
the government or to the church)." 
Excerpt from an unpublished 

editorial by David Kato and 

Steve Parelli. August 19, 2007. 
Red Chili, Kampala, Uganda.
See the full editorial below.
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David Kato, left, with Steve Parelli, right.

Red Chile, Kampala, August 19, 2007

Brutal Murder of Gay Ugandan Human Rights Defender, David Kato
An editorial David Kato co-wrote in 2007 which his murderer(s)needed to have understood 
A word from Jose Ortiz, OS Coordinator for Africa:  David Kato - A shining light for justice in Uganda 
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Jose Ortiz (left) with David Kato (right), eating chicken on the streets of Kampala, August 2007

Dear Other Sheep Friend, 
 
I am deeply saddened and filled with indignation at the senseless and brutal murder of one of God's shining lights for justice in Uganda, David Kato. Steve and I had the honor of meeting and collaborating with David during our first visit to Uganda in 2007. It was David who invited us to Uganda, having heard that we were in Nairobi, Kenya, and hence it was through David that Other Sheep had its beginnings in Uganda.  David was a determined, committed and diligent servant for the cause of equality for God's LGBT children in Uganda. The embers of his fire will revive into a roaring blaze in all of us who remain to stand against the darkness of bigotry rooted in ignorance and arrogant religious fervor. 
 
Ugandans who are followers of Mr. Bahati, the Member of Parliament in Uganda who is pushing a bill calling for the execution of gays, spurred by the evangelical religious right in the U.S. and Ugandan pastors, must wake up and realize that horrible acts of inhumanity invariably follow hateful and bigoted rhetoric ... especially when the rhetoric is clothed in religious, "pious" fervor. The message of Jesus never espoused violence and inhumanity towards those who one believes to be misguided. Instead, Jesus taught to love our neighbor as our very selves.
 
Jose Ortiz
Other Sheep Coordinator for Africa
Bronx, NY
January 27, 2011
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Press Release by Sexual Minorities Uganda (SMUG)
For Immediate Release: Wednesday, 26 January 2011
Brutal Murder of Gay Ugandan Human Rights Defender, David Kato
 
Sexual Minorities Uganda (SMUG) and the entire Ugandan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Intersex Community stands together to condemn the killing of David Kato and call for the Ugandan Government, Civil Society, and Local Communities to protect sexual minorities across Uganda.  

 

David was brutally beaten to death in his home today, 26 January 2011, around 2pm.  Across the entire country, straight, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and intersex Ugandans mourn the loss of David, a dear friend, colleague, teacher, family member, and human rights defender. 
 
David has been receiving death threats since his face was put on the front page of Rolling Stone Magazine, which called for his death and the death of all homosexuals.  David's death comes directly after the Supreme Court of Uganda ruled that people must stop inciting violence against homosexuals and must respect the right to privacy and human dignity.   

 

Sexual Minorities Uganda and the Ugandan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Intersex Community call on the Police and the Government of Uganda to seriously investigate the circumstances surrounding David's death. We also call on religious leaders, political leaders and media houses to stop demonizing sexual minorities in Uganda since doing so creates a climate of violence against gay persons.  Val Kalende, the Chair of the Board at Freedom and Roam Uganda stated that "David's death is a result of the hatred planted in Uganda by U.S Evangelicals in 2009. The Ugandan Government and the so-called U.S Evangelicals must take responsibility for David's blood!" 
 

As United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon recently declared, "I understand that sexual orientation and gender identity raise sensitive cultural issues.  But cultural practices cannot justify any violation of human rights. . .  . When our fellow humans are persecuted because of their sexual orientation or gender identity, we must speak out. . . . States bear the primary responsibility to protect human rights advocates.  I call on all States to ensure the freedom of expression and the freedom of assembly that make their work possible.  When the lives of human rights advocates are endangered, we are all less secure.  When the voices of human rights advocates are silenced, justice itself is drowned out."  


David's life was cut short in a brutal manner.  David will be deeply missed by his family and friends, his students, and Human Rights organizations throughout Uganda and around the world.  Speaking about what the death of David means in the struggle for equality, Frank Mugisha, the Executive Director of Sexual Minorities Uganda said, "No form of intimidation will stop our cause. The death of David will only be honored when the struggle for justice and equality is won.  David is gone and many of us will follow, but the struggle will be won. David wanted to see a Uganda where all people will be treated equally despite their sexual orientation."


 

Burial arrangements are underway for Friday 28, 2011 at 2PM at his ancestral home in Namataba, Mukono District. 

 

Press contacts: 
Frank Mugisha: +1 646 436 1858

Email. fmugisha@sexualminoritiesuganda.org
Val Kalende:   +1 857-247-1184

Email. kalendenator@gmail.com
Pepe Julian: +256 772 370 674

Email. jpepe@sexualminoritiesuganda.org
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Rev. Michael Kimindu. 

Dear SMUG Community,

Three or so days ago, David's e-mail was hacked by someone who presented himself as David stranded in London and seeking my immediate financial help.

I inquired from Dennis Wamala (Other Sheep chairperson in Uganda) who confirmed to the contrary that David was safe and sound in Uganda.

Now I get news of his brutal death.

On behalf of Other Sheep East Africa, Metropolitan Community Church Congregation in Nairobi, and Changing Attitude, I join you in mourning this dear Servant of God and Humanity who lost his life in the line of duty.

I join you and other people of good will from all over the world as we join our voices in condemning this act of cowardice and homophobia.

May the people who call themselves believers in all religions join in condemning this act.

What do people gain in promoting hate and death for their fellow citizens? The Author of the Bahati Bill and those supporting it, the Rolling Stone and all those hating their  own brothers and sisters for being of same sex orientation should know that we are all children of the same mother.

The mother of a gay/lesbian is no less a mother than the one for a heterosexual. The Government of Uganda should not turn a blind eye to this destruction of the innocent life of a Human Rights Advocate.

May God comfort the family of David Kato, SMUG and accept him into Paradise.

Rev. Michael N. Kimindu
OSEA/MCC/CA
An editorial David Kato wrote wtih Steve Parelli in 2007, the princples of which his murderer(s) needed to have understood:  On homosexuality and religious tolerance 
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David Kato working on the

August 19, 2007, Red Chili editorial

 

 

[From the 2007 Report on Other Sheep's visit to 
Uganda:  

 

David Kato had asked Steve Parelli to write a news release in response to the Pentecostals who were making a public demonstration against SMUG and homosexuals. Steve used a recent article he wrote while in Nairobi and together David and Steve customized it for a potential news release from Integrity Uganda.]

 
 
 
The following article is in its original wording and format as written by 
David Kato of Integrity Uganda and Steve Parelli of Other 
Sheep, at Red Chile Hideaway cottages, Kampala, 
Uganda, Sunday, August 19, 2007.  It was never published.
 
News Release
For Immediate Release
Contact Person:  David; mobile 0773 10 49 71; email:  
davidkisule@gmail.com
 
INTEGRITY CALLS UPON THE CHURCHES OF 
UGANDA
TO ENDORSE GAY RIGHTS
 
Certain views from different religious leaders against the 
fundamental rights of homosexuals have been brought up 
in reaction to the LGBTI press release of Friday, August 
17, 2007.  A spokesperson of Integrity Uganda, a faith 
based Christian organization that maintains that the Bible 
does not condemn same-sex relationships, says the 
question of gay rights in Uganda is a fundamental human 
rights question and not a theological question.  
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David Kato working on the

August 19, 2007, Red Chili 

editorial 

Integrity Uganda calls upon the Christian churches of Uganda to reexamine the scriptures in light of the stories 
of gay Christians of Uganda, the social sciences and psychology.  But, says Integrity, though the churches of 
Uganda may not reexamine its theological position on homosexuals, they must be clear on its teaching of fundamental human rights and the liberty of conscience 
when it comes to its official policy on gay rights.

The Christian doctrine of the liberty of conscience 
teaches that no mere human authority - civil government 
or religious institutions - has power to grant or to withhold 
from men the exercise of freedom in matters of religion. 
Homosexuality is a private religious matter between God 
and the individual. Liberty of conscience teaches that it is 
the individual's inalienable right to exercise his judgment 
without restraint in religious matters and to give 
expression, freely and fully to his religious convictions, 
without human dictation or interference. Not all religious 
people believe homosexuality is irreligious, ungodly or 
sinful. More and more, Christians in South Africa, Nigeria, 
the Americas, Europe and other parts of the world are 
changing their views on the Bible and homosexuality.

For example, evangelical theologian Roy Clements, one-
time senior pastor of Nairobi Baptist Church, and known 
world wide for his evangelical writings, came out as an 
evangelical gay man in 1999 and now teaches that the 
Bible does not condemn same-sex relationships.

[Add quote from Bishop Desmond Tutu]

[Add quote from Bishop Christopher Senyonjo]

[Add quote from Rev. Michael Kimundi, mnk240@yahoo.
com; Mobile 0720 08 16 44]

Protestants have historically taught that government is the 
government of all the people and that government must 
not put into law the doctrines of any one religion.

For government, the question of gay rights is a 
fundamental human rights question only and can never 
become a theological question.  For the church, because 
of the Christian doctrine of liberty of conscience, the 
church is not to impose upon others its teachings on 
homosexuality through government legislation.
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David Kator working on the August 

19, 2007, Red Chili editorial. 

Homosexuality, in Uganda as in other parts of the world, is an affront to the religious community because of the church's official position on homosexuality.  Therefore, it 
must be said again and again in any society where religious teachings on homosexuality dominate, that the view of the religious majority is not to be legislated onto the views and practices of the sexual minority.  As long as a gay man or woman does not infringe upon the rights of other individuals, the homosexual (who is often 
Christian) has the same right as his heterosexual counterpart, to interpret the Bible according to his or her 
understanding and to answer only before God (and not to the government or to the church). It is the responsibility of the government to guarantee the fundamental human right of the free exercise of religion to the homosexual 
who wishes to live according to his sexual orientation, his 
conscious being clear before God.  While a government 
official may have his personal beliefs, he must seek the 
fundamental rights of all individuals, including 
homosexuals.  That is his moral duty as a civil servant.  

Integrity Uganda seeks to help the LGBTI Christian 
community in matters of faith and fundamental rights.

END
 
The above article is in its original format as written by 
David Kato of Integrity Uganda and Steve Parelli of Other 
Sheep, at Red Chile Hideaway cottages, Kampala, 
Uganda, Sunday, August 19, 2007. 
Looking back and remembering -- Commenting on  David and our interaction around the editorial we customized together 
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David Kato, left, and Steve Parelli, right, working on the August 19, 2007, 

Red Chili editorial 

Bronx, NY. January 27, 2011, by Rev. Steve Parell  
 
Looking back and remembering:  "Two things I remember about David around this editorial which I wrote and we customized together (the editorial, in whole, is featured in the preceeding article) -- 
 
(1) David was very good at making/using certain key phrases and words that articulated well the ideas of freedom and human rights for all people -- I was very impressed by this; secondly (2) He was amazed at the idea of the separation of church and government and the idea of liberty of conscience (that no institution, secular or religious, had the right to dictate beliefs in matters pertaining to God and faith), and he asked me very directly and with a sense of urgency how he could learn more on this topic."
 
Other Sheep is an ecumenical, Christian ministry that works worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith traditions.

" . . . connecting people with people, and people with resources . . . "


	

	


	Forward email




This email was sent to sparelli2002@yahoo.com by sparelli2002@yahoo.com |   

Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Other Sheep | 16768 Old Jamestown Road | Florissant | MO | 63034


