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Following the Executive Director 

IGLHRC Shocked at Possible Passage of Ugandan Anti-Homosexuality Bill
Rights Protections for All Ugandans Precarious

For Immediate Release 
Contact: 
Cary Alan Johnson, Executive Director, 
IGLHRC (New York) 
Tel: (347) 515 0330; 
Email: cjohnson@iglhrc.org
  

(New York City, May 6, 2011)  The International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission is deeply concerned at reports that the now infamous Anti-Homosexuality Bill in Uganda may be passed by that country's Parliament. The Bill, first introduced in October 2009, was ostensibly "shelved" by Uganda's president Yoweri Museveni following an international outcry. However, public hearings on the Bill took place today in the Legal and Parliamentary Affairs Committee. The remaining stages of the legislative process - namely second and third readings of the bill and presidential adoption - could be completed within the remaining week of the current parliamentary session.
 
"We are shocked that after more than 2 years of engagement with
the government of Uganda about the Anti-Homosexuality Bill, this heinous piece of legislation may still become law," said Cary Alan Johnson, IGLHRC Executive Director. "Governments, world religious and political leaders, and HIV prevention experts have all appealed to Ugandan parliamentarians to put their distaste and fear of LGBT people aside and use their better judgment for the good of the country."
 From Rex Worckner, May 9, 2011: 

 
Uganda's Parliament resumed active consideration of the notorious Anti-Homosexuality Bill that has been pending since 2009. The final day that the bill could be passed in its current form is May 13.
Soul Liberty and Freedom of Religion - what evangelical Christians in Uganda seemingly know very little about
When the Bible serves oppression and intolerance
"It must be said again and again in any society where 
religious teachings on homosexuality dominate, that the 
view of the religious majority is not to be legislated onto 
the views and practices of the sexual minority.   As long 
as a gay man or woman does not infringe upon the rights 
of other individuals, the homosexual (who is often 
Christian) has the same right as his heterosexual 
counterpart, to interpret the Bible according to his or her 
understanding and to answer only before God (and not to 
the government or to the church)."
 
Excerpt from an unpublished 
editorial by David Kato and 
Steve Parelli. August 19, 2007. 
 
Red Chili, Kampala, Uganda
 

 
Join Our Mailing List! 

New book on homosexuality and the church in Kenya by Kenyan Anglican priest Catherine Njagi
$82 (USD) from Barnes and Nobles
 

In a recent email, Henry Mayor writes:  "I met Rev. Catherine Njagi, a Kenyan Anglican priest, when I first went to Kenya in 2006 to explore opening up the debate on homosexuality among Kenyan Anglicans. She had then recently finished a year at Selly Oak doing an MA course with the Homosexuality debate as the subject of her dissertation. She was most helpful and encouraging to me, and we've remained in contact ever since."

  

You can find a summary of the contents of the book by clicking here.  Barnes and Nobles sells the book for $82.00 (USD).
  

 
Brazil has at least 60 thousand gay and lesbian couples, reveals 2010 Census
Source: Toni Reis
 

The results of Brazil's most recent (2010) national ten-year census have been published today (29/04) by Brazilian the government's official Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE).
 
For the first time, the census contained a question asking if those interviewed formed a same sex couple. Nationwide, 60 thousand gay and lesbian couples confirmed their status. 
 
Toni Reis, president of the national LGBT association 'ABGLT', was agreeably surprised by the number. "We expected the figure to be lower than this. In a heternormative society many gay and lesbian people prefer not to reveal this sort of information for fear of discrimination," he said.
 
During the census, ABGLT ran an internet campaign encouraging  gay and lesbian couples to declare their status:
 
"IBGE ... SE VOCÊ FOR LGBT, DIGA QUE É !" 
 
 Given that Brazil's population is now 190.7 million, according to the census, Reis added that in his opinion "this is just the tip of the iceberg. Without a doubt, the number will be much higher in the next census in ten years' time, as LGBT people become more open."
 
The information provided by the census on same sex couples is seen by the LGBT community as essential for pushing forward affirmative public policies for LGBT people and for bringing influence to bear on the Judiciary and National Congress to approve legislation recognizing same sex civil marriage and ensuring equal rights for the LGBT population.
   
Reis also stated that ABGLT wants the next census to also include a question on sexual orientation so that there will finally be official statistics estimating the size of Brazil's LGBT population and serving to orient public policies.
 
Principal 2010 census information available at 
http://www.ibge.gov.br/home/presidencia/noticias/noticia_visualiza.php?id_noticia=1766
  

 
From Rex Worckner, May 9, 2011: 
 
In a 10-0 decision May 5, Brazil's Federal Supreme Court ordered that same-sex couples be permitted to register their unions, which will grant them the rights of marriage.

The ruling came in two cases. In one, the governor of Rio de Janeiro state, Sérgio Cabral, argued that nonrecognition of the same-sex unions of state employees violated constitutional guarantees of equality, freedom and dignity. He also said that conflicting rulings around the nation had created legal confusion.

The other case, filed by the federal attorney general's office, asked that same-sex couples be legally considered "family" and granted the same rights as opposite-sex couples. The office also said that not recognizing same-sex unions violated guarantees of equality and dignity.

Gay activists hailed the ruling and vowed to push onward for access to marriage.
 
A Documentary called Call Me Kuchu about the LGBT activist community in Uganda - in the making, funds needed.
Source: From the makers of the film (names withheld).  
 
Editor's note:  Jose Ortiz and I (Steve Parelli) have entertained the two film makers in our home.  They are from the USA and are remarkable.  I am withholding their names.  The following is an email sent out by the film makers to their readership. 
 

"As you may have noticed, you and I are not often in the same place, and at least on my end, that's because I've been in and around Uganda for much of the last year.  Now you can see why!  

"I've been making a documentary called Call Me Kuchu about the LGBT activist community in Uganda.  My partner on the project and I have just launched a Kickstarter project, which includes a little preview of the film that we edited from footage from our first trip.  So if you can spare a moment, please spread the word (via email, Facebook, Twitter, your mouth) to anyone who might take interest in the project...or who perhaps also might take interest in donating to the project in exchange for a hodgepodge of groovy rewards!  Simple gestures--$1 here, a tweet there--are wholly appreciated (especially the latter because the trickle down to donations from strangers is the most fun)!  And if you or they are one of those who sways away from internet imps haunting in the night, you needn't even join Kickstarter, you can just donate through your Amazon account, which unless you're my mommy dearest, surely you must have.

"Check it out if you please here: http://kck.st/i7lwvW"
UNAIDS Reference Group on HIV and Human Rights Releases Statement Ahead of High-Level Meeting
 
Geneva, April 6, 2011-The UNAIDS Reference Group on HIV and Human Rights has called on UN Member States to reaffirm the focus on human rights that has driven thirty years of progress in the global HIV response.  The 4-page statement sets out five non-negotiables for Member States as they negotiate the outcome document for the High-Level Meeting between now and June 8.  It states that the outcome document should:
1. Reaffirm the emphasis on a human rights approach that mutually obliges rich and poor nations to fulfil the human right to health and that respects, protects and fulfils the human rights of people living with, affected by and vulnerable to HIV and AIDS  

2. Reaffirm Member States' shared responsibility to realize the human right to health by setting clear targets for funding the HIV response from now until the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals in 2015 

3. Commit to utilising, to the fullest extent possible, flexibilities under the TRIPS agreement to lower the price of essential medicines 

4. Renew and reaffirm Member States' commitment to the removal of laws, policies, practices, stigma and discrimination that block effective responses to AIDS 

5. Reaffirm the centrality of people living with HIV to the response as well as their human rights to non-discrimination, treatment as prevention, and meaningful participation 

The UNAIDS Reference Group on HIV and Human Rights was established in 2002 to advise the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS on all matters relating to HIV and human rights. The Reference Group speaks with an independent voice; thus, its views do not necessarily reflect the views of the UNAIDS Secretariat or any of the UNAIDS Cosponsors.  
For more information, please contact Reference Group Secretariat Ralf Jürgens at rjurgens@sympatico.ca.
"Check it out if you please here: http://kck.st/i7lwvW"
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Kimberly (center) with David (life partner) and daughter Breana (right)

Meeting gay and gay-friendly people on the Carnival Victory Caribbean cruise, April 17 - 24, 2011 LGBT Stories from Steve and Jose's Vacation
by Rev. Steve Parelli

 

Excerpt: ﻿Kimberly told me about her happy involvement in a Bible church for, I think, as many as five years, until an unfortunate conversation occurred between her and her pastor.  Kimberly became distressed after one of her pastor's messages on homosexuality.  She arranged a personal meeting with him in which she told him about her gay brother and how she totally accepts him.  The pastor told her that homosexuals were going to hell and that if she supported them - with ideas of equality, human rights, affirmation - that she, too, would go to hell along with them.  It's not easy to image how that meeting ended.  Kimberly and her daughter left the church.

  

For the full article at Other Sheep Blog, click here
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Jonathan Chavez, click here for more photos

I was Gay and Closeted in Martinique in 1970; Now, in 2011 on a Caribbean cruise, I'm openly gay in St Lucia and I'm meeting "my counterpart." LGBT Stories from Steve and Jose's Vacation
by Rev. Steve Parelli

 

 

Excerpt: So then, my present-day re-encounter with my long ago past was obviously very contrasting - a then-vs.-now real contrast. Then, in Martinique in 1970 I was closeted, although every bit keenly aware of my same-sex sexual orientation as I am now. I could never have shared that secret then with anyone within my religious circles - no missionary, no pastor, no Sunday School teacher or youth worker, no individual (in or out of the church) - I knew the consequences then (and I'm living with those consequences now, even in 2011: total ostracism from some). Now, however, I was openly discussing my sexual orientation with a Baptist youth of St. Lucia on a boat in the Caribbean Sea along the coast line of St. Lucia (the island to the south of Martinique) while at the same time an openly gay 17 year old Puerto Rican stood in the mix of people, speaking with Jose my legal husband. 

 
For the full article, and additional photos, at Other Sheep Blog, click here
David Kato Memorial Fund goes to St. Paul's Foundation for International Reconciliation
Canon Albert Ogle (Episcopal Church), on behalf of St. Paul's Foundation for International Reconciliation, to receive David Kato Memorial Fund
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David Kato

In 2007, David Kato, Secretary of Integrity Uganda, learning that Steve Parelli and Jose Ortiz were in Nairobi, Kenya, working with LGBT  people of faith, invited them to come to Uganda to meet him and to learn about Integrity Uganda and LGBT people of faith in Uganda.  Steve and Jose accepted David Kato's invitation.

  

Upon the recent passing of David Kato, Other Sheep received financial gifts in his memory totaling $462.60.  Upon the Executive Director's recommendation, the Other Sheep board voted to give this money to St. Paul's Foundation for International Reconciliation, a recently established faith-based ministry in Uganda.  

Following the Executive Director 
September 2010 - April 2011 
     Rev. Steve Parelli[image: image5.jpg]



Speaking Opportunities:  In October, Rev. Steve Parelli presented Other Sheep to Bridges, Yale's LGBTQ and Ally interfaith group (New Haven, CT).  In January, Rev. Parelli gave the memorial address for David Kato at the Love Alive International (NYC) memorial service.  In April, Steve spoke to Maranatha, the LGBT ministry of The Riverside Church (NYC), and to Kelby Harrison's LGBT/Q Social Ethics class of Union Theological Seminary (NYC). 

  

Meetings Attended:  In November, Rev. Parelli attended the US State Department Roundtable Discussion on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Issues in Africa (Washington, DC); and the SBL (Society of Biblical Literature) Annual Meeting (with Rev. Thomas Hanks) in Atlanta, GA.  In December, Rev. Parelli attended the Second LGBT/SOGI Human Rights Consultation (NYC).

  

Filling the Pulpit of East Bronx Baptist Church:  From November - March, Rev. Parelli spent most Sundays filling the pulpit of East Bronx Baptist Church, a small church consisting of about 5 people. Rev. In April, EBBC (East Bronx Baptist Church) decided to discontinue its own weekly services and to observe Sunday worship by attending the services of St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran United Church of Christ with Rev. Dr. Christopher Solomon, Pastor.

  

Links
Other Sheep
Other Sheep Exec Site
About Us
 

 

Other Sheep is a multi-cultural, ecumenical Christian ministry working worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith traditions.

 

 

 

" ...connecting people with people and people with resources..."
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