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Rev. Steve Parelli demonstrating 

for Marriage Equality. 

State capital, Albany, 

New York. June 20, 2011.

Photo by Kelly Mapes 
Dear Other Sheep Reader,
Yesterday I went to Albany to demonstrate in support of Marriage Equality.
New York is my state. I grew up here. As a young person, I discovered New York from Niagara Falls to the Finger Lakes to the Adirondacks and 1,000 Islands, along with my parents and siblings.
My first church as senior pastor was here - in Chautauqua County, where two of my children were born.
And my first and only gay relationship has been here in NYC, living, since 1997, with my Brooklyn-born-and-bred partner, Jose Ortiz.
This issue of Other Sheep eNews focuses on my feelings and experience around yesterday's demonstrations in Albany. Please indulge me.
For Marriage Equality everywhere,
Rev. Steve Parelli

Executive Director

Other Sheep 

TWO EDITORIALS - Editorial One
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David Tyree with Rev. Steve Parelli.

State capital, Albany, NY

June 20, 2011

Photo by Kelly Mapes
What David Tyree and my football-loving father have in common: they've fumbled. 

By Steve Parelli

June 21, 2011 
Published on OS Blog
Last week I heard CNN's phone interview with David Tyree. I think I was doing the dishes at the time. As I listened, I realized quickly that I was hearing the usual evangelical rhetoric when it came to Marriage Equality. 
As a former evangelical Baptist minister, I know well how the talk goes. In fact, after coming out as an openly gay man in 1997, I began the long, hard journey of unraveling the evangelical talk that was deeply ingrained in my mind and heart.
The unraveling process, the decoding process, the making visible what was the invisible grid of the evangelical mindset, and the following of the strands of thoughts that had been deeply inculcated, were the means by which I began to dismantle conclusions I had previously never questioned.
It was a spiritual journey. A setting-free journey. A I-can-think-for-myself journey.
Yesterday at the demonstration in Albany, I saw signs that said "Defend Biblical Marriage." As a young man, I was introduced to the motto "Think Biblically." As an openly questioning gay man, I concluded that the last thing Jesus did was to "Think Biblically." The so-called religious-right Biblical thinking of Jesus' day was intolerable for the Master. The last motto Jesus would have adopted (in the context of his times) was "Think Biblically." He challenged his listener's to think otherwise. What was Biblical for the religious leaders of Jesus' day was not "Biblical" for Jesus for a considerable part of his teachings.
Yesterday at the state capital in Albany, I had the opportunity to meet David Tyree. He was gracious enough to acknowledge me when I approached him. I think I caught him glancing at my poster. Someone close by asked me if I knew who the gentleman was. "No," I said. "That's David Tyree," I was told.
I never heard of David Tyree until last week when I heard his phone interview with CNN.
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David Tyree with Rev. Steve Parelli.

State capital, Albany, New York

June 20, 2011. 

Photo by Kelly Mapes
By the photos here, you can see we met and smiled. My dad follows football big time! Maybe he'll see this blog and think again about his last words to me: "You're dead to me," he said. And with that he walked out of my life on every level. I wonder if David Tyree, while keeping his faith, would forever cut his son out of his life if he were to learn his son were gay.
Most likely not, not the way David Tyree talks about fathers needing to be in the lives of their sons. So, I'm guessing that David Tyree would continue to speak to and see his son if he were gay . . . just wouldn't give his son marriage equality. God wouldn't allow for that. That's too much acceptance. So, then again, maybe my football-loving dad is right --- just cut the gays out altogether.
Either way, I think both David Tyree and my football-loving father have both fumbled the ball in this what-do-we-do-with-gays department. Where's the real love, the equality and the justice for all. No touch down here!
TWO EDITORIALS - Editorial Two

The euphoric feelings that caused me to breakout in dance! (Like David before the ark.)
By Steve Parelli

June 21, 2011

Published on OS Blog
Outside the state Senate chambers in Albany, I danced down the hallways between two rows of the chanting, singing religious right who were opposing marriage equality. It was liberating.
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Rev. Steve Parelli in support of Marriage

Equality before the opposing religious right group.

State capital, Albany, NY, June 20, 2011.

Photo by Kelly Mapes 
I was standing at one end of the hall with other marriage equality supporters. This particular group from the religious right was lining both sides of the hall, separate from where we were standing.
I decided to walk between the two rows of the religious objectors with my head held high -- with my wedding-day poster board photo held above. The picture said it all: I am a very grateful gay man for the wonderful partner, I believe, God has granted me.
I felt so victorious, so vindicated, so lucky to be me - a gay man - with a loving partner, that I began to dance as I walked.
At times I looked heavenward toward the ceilings of the hall in happy self-affirmation, as if God were smiling.
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Rev. Parelli with reporter.

State capital, Albany, NY

June 20, 2011

Photo by Kelly Mapes 

"This is my father's world" they sang. And I sang it, too. It was liberating to raise my voice in chorus with theirs, albeit our singing had to carry two-different implied meanings. 
For one Christian (myself) to stand before one's opposition - other Christians (them) - and say "No, this is what I am before God as I understand God for myself," is the historic Reformation cry. It is the spirit of Protestantism: To know and believe in God according to the dictates of one's own conscience.
I was protesting in that spirit before today's inheritors of the ways of the Reformers.
And, like then, to protest openly, before your religious brother, against the generally accepted body of belief was, for me, in these halls of the state capital, very liberating.
Other Sheep is a multi-cultural, ecumenical Christian ministry that works worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith traditions.

" . . . connecting people with people and people with resources . . . "
In This Issue 
Editorial: What David Tyree and my football-loving father have in common: They both fumbled 

The euphoric feelings that caused me to breakout in dance! (Like David before the ark.) 

Featured: Link to New York Times Photo of Steve and Poster, and more . . .
As published on OS Blog
My "Marriage Equality Demonstration at Albany Capital, June 20, 2011" web page has the following items:
· ABC 7 Eyewitness News video with Steve's poster board photo of Steve and Jose on their wedding day

· WCBS-TV video of Steve with poster board wedding day photo

· Nathaniel Brooks of The New York Times photo shot of Steve with poster board photo wedding-day photo

· Photos of Steve Parelli with David Tyree by Kelly Mapes

· Video of the religious right singing
· Letter to Five Key Senators
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