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Dr. K. Renato Lings 

Dear Other Sheep Friend, 

I am happy to announce that Dr. K. Renato Lings has accepted the position of Other Sheep Coordinator for Europe. We are privileged to have him serve in this capacity. We sincerely welcome him to Other Sheep.
He began his ministry as Other Sheep Coordinator on or around June 1, 2011. 
Rev. Steve Parelli

Executive Director, Other Sheep
Classic Ave. Hotel

Trivandrum, Kerala, India

July 6, 2011.
"To detoxify the Bible," says Dr. Renato Lings on his website, is one of his "projects."
Other Sheep welcomes Dr. K. Renato Lings to the position of Other Sheep Coordinator for Europe 

By Steve Parelli 
Based in Copenhagen, Denmark, Renato works as a translator, interpreter, teacher, lecturer and writer. 

He is a member of the Society for Old Testament Study (UK), the Society for the Study of Theology (UK) and the Society of Biblical Literature.

He is Danish by birth. His religious affiliation is with the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers).

Renato's areas of formal study include Literature and Christianity; Philosophy, Greek and Hebrew; Social Sciences; and Spanish. His PhD theses (2006), University of Exeter (UK) is titled Restoring Sodom: Towards a Non-sexual Approach.

Renato says on his web site: 

"To detoxify the Bible" is one of his "projects." His site explains: 

"This project is intimately connected with the rest of my work. It highlights the aim to make the Bible accessible to a great number of people who feel alienated from it.
For centuries the Bible has been cast in the role of bully. Women have been taught that they are inferior 'on biblical grounds'. Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people have been told that there is no respectable place for them in the faith community. Again this message is delivered 'on biblical grounds'. As a result, millions of spiritual seekers hesitate-or refuse-to pick up a Bible. They view it as a source of discrimination and abuse."
Other Sheep Latinas/os USA - First Annual Report 
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Rev. Thomas Bigelow

Coordinator Rev. Thomas Bigelow Reports . . . June 2010 - June 2011 

This has been an interesting year trying to start the work of Otras Ovejas among Latinas/os in the United States and in parts of 
South America.

End of May through the beginning of June (2010), I made a trip to 
Quito, Ecuador (see report).

I attended the General Conference of the Metropolitan 
Community Church in Acapulco, Mexico, in June (see Other 


 HYPERLINK "http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=uiroehcab&et=1106419576266&s=0&e=001tNsL4VPl5C-_yCs3vlwqzuJwhxv_M3SOmv47x4RpnZpX-9vy7Kglcdw2dSJTB3Yip3-OqmD2lXc9WWnMmile5cIcJk4oFJAHtk6Gxavr9y_AnMgzu3HrEu2wCrCGhIFeiEV7PbFCp9dg8O8ZEYOG-wvMvxsZgt0rTdvKCf8UwEeM97mEBO9oOGbE0ILvcPRGqDz6A28XEG3oKSu9ALZcRw==" \t "_blank" Sheep's report). During the conference I met many who 
expressed interest in Latina/o ministry and gave them my contact 
information.

In November I attended the Latino Conference of the 
Episcopal Church near Asheville, North Carolina. I talked with 
many who were interested in the LGBT ministry and again I gave 
them my contact information. One of the bishops told me he 
would help me contact bishops of the Episcopal Church in South 
America.

This made it possible for me to visit with the bishop in Bogota, 
Colombia. He was very open to LGBT folks and I gave him a 
copy of that excellent book, "Dios nos ha hecho libres" (The 
Children are Free) by Jeff Miner and John Tyler Connoley which I 
hope would help him and his clergy in dealing with same-sex 
marriage. This is a major topic of discussion in the Episcopal 
Church at this time. Colombia is part of the Episcopal Church.

In March I visited Buenos Aires, Argentina to spend time with 
one of our founders, Dr. Tom Hanks. I also visited with Other 
Sheep coordinator for South America Victor Bracuto. Victor is 
also the MCC minister there and he invited me to speak to his 
congregation. They, like MCC congregations everywhere, are 
very eager to reach the LGBT people for the Good News of 
Jesus Christ's acceptance and love.

In May I visited New York City and had the opportunity to visit 
with our Executive Director, Steve Parelli. We discussed further 
plans for our ministry.

Submitted by:
The Reverend Thomas S. Bigelow
On Equality Marriage in Thailand 
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Rev. Dr. Kenneth Dobson

Dr. Kenneth Dobson discusses marriage on a panel in Bangkok 


By Dr. Kenneth Dobson
December 4, 2010
Thailand 
On November 26, 2010, I was invited to come to Bangkok to appear on a panel for the opening day of a jointly sponsored week-end of events leading up to World AIDS Day. The theme of the events had more to do with LGBT human and civil rights than it did with AIDS. The program opened on Friday afternoon with a mini-film festival and our evening panel on "Same Sex Marriage in Thailand."
I was one of 6 presenters, the oldest, the only Caucasian, the only male -- I felt that I helped integrate the panel. The other speakers talked about the legal, the social, and the human-rights aspects of the up-hill struggle for same-sex marriage rights in Thailand. Our conclusion was that it isn't about to happen. My point was that none of the religions will advocate for us, but they will all try to slow us down from being able to get married according to law, but that shouldn't stop us from going ahead.
In Thailand the main force is the family/clan and if a couple is accepted by the family/clan then the village has no trouble being tolerant and gradually including us, as has been the case with Pramote and me. If the village is OK with us, then the higher levels of government won't be a bother. They will come around to Pramote and my marriage in Iowa passing laws and opening doors, however, only when there are enough of us with enough social backing to make it beneficial to them. This is Thailand. Do not waste time trying to get the government in Bangkok to do anything that there is no social groundswell for.

Most of the people asked questions and voiced interest, not in my report on the religious issues, but on 
and how it was accepted here in our village and family.

The chain of events for the "festival" went on for 3 more days, and included such things as a public march, more panel discussions of such things as social empowerment for LGBT people, and, of course, AIDS awareness.
The organizing committee included Mr. Tor of the M-Plus foundation. It was thanks to Other Sheep, of course, that we got acquainted. I want to let Steve and Jose know that things are still happening here in Thailand as a result of your visit a year and a half ago.
Other Sheep is a multi-cultural, ecumenical Christian ministry that works worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith traditions.

"...connecting people with people and people with resources..."
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