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Other Sheep Acknowledged
in the Malayalam version of The Children Are Free: Re-examining the Biblical Evidence on Same-sex Relationships 

"We are immensely grateful," write the General Editors Sam L. Sone and R. S. Ajith in their Acknowledgements, "to Stephen R. Parelli and Jose Ortiz who have encouraged us to publish this book of biblical reflections on same-sex relationships. We express our sincere gratitude to 'Other Sheep' (of which Rev. Stephen R. Parelli is the Executive Director and Mr. Jose Ortiz is the Coordinator for Asia) which is involved in Multicultural Ministries with Sexual Minorities for providing us sufficient funds for carrying out this venture. But for their kind co-operation this book would not have been published at all. May God bless them with a long life and fulfilling ministry."
[image: image2.jpg]



A Trivandrum Theological

Forum (TTF) Leadership Conference

Photo: Jose Ortiz & Steve Parelli, center front row, with attendees and speakers

Other Sheep presents at Trivandrum (Kerala, India) Theological Forum's annual Young Christian Lay Leaders Conference
Dear Other Sheep Friend, 
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Rev. Steve Parelli (left) with husband Jose Ortiz, TTF Young Lay Leaders Conference, Kerala, India,
July 7, 2011,. 

Trivandrum Theological Forum (TTF) of Kerala, India, is a forward thinking lay led Christian organization concerned, in part, with equipping the church to act and speak out on behalf of the marginalized. 
This year, for its annual Young Lay Leaders Conference, TTF dedicated two of its 11 sessions to the topic of sexual minorities, inviting Jose and I to each present one session. 
In addition, TTF unveiled the translation of The Children Are Free: Re-examining the Biblical Evidence on Same-sex Relationships into Malayalam, the language of Kerala (an abridged version). Complementary copies were distributed to the speakers and attendees.
By visiting our 2011 India Trip index page, you can link to web pages reporting on the 3-day Young Lay Leaders Conference (Kerala, India, July 7-9, 2011). Speakers and topics are listed. Photos are posted.
Personally, Jose and I were honored to be able to present alongside gifted and highly qualified speakers and to speak before impressive young Christians committed to achievement, education and the welfare of the Christian community.
On the first day, Jose and I introduced ourselves as "husband and husband." Throughout the conference, we kept ourselves involved and interactive with the young people. They were friendly, responsive, talkative, and appeared very accepting. It was a totally positive experience for us. 
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Sam L. Sone (far left) and R. S. Ajith (far right) with

Steve Parelli (center left) and Jose Ortiz (center right). 

TTF invites Other Sheep to return to India.

Trivandrum, Kerala, India, August 8, 2010
Sam L. Sone and R. S. Ajith, Chairperson and Secretary of TTF respectively, by their tireless leadership, progressive vision, and networking abilities, created and directed a meaningful, instructive conference. We thank them, along with Dr. David Joy of Untied Theological College of Bangalore, for their joint invitation to Other Sheep to be a part of the conference.

Steve
Steve Parelli and Jose Ortiz
Classic Ave. Hotel
Trivandrum, Kerala, India
July 4, 2011.
Young church lay leaders
of Kerala, India, 
shown underlying 
psychological dynamics of 
church bias towards sexual 
minorities 

by Jose Ortriz and Rev. Steve Parelli
July 10, 2011, Classic Ave Hotel, 
Trivandrum, Kerala, India 
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Attendees listen to a morning session, second day, at 

the Young Lay Leaders Conference, an annual function of the 

Trivandrum Theological Forum, Kerala, India, July 7-9, 2011
On the second day of the Young Lay 
Leaders Conference (July 8, 2011, 
Kerala, India) sponsored by Trivandrum 
Theological Forum, Amirtham 
Ecumenical Trust and Other Sheep, Jose 
Ortiz, Other Sheep Coordinator for Asia, 
spoke on the psychological aspects of 
relationships in the Church and how they 
apply to the gay Christian and the 
Church community.

Citing the psychological research of 
Clock and Stark, Ortiz said there are five 
dimensions of how people are religious: 
Intellectual, Experiential, Ideological, 
Ritualistic, and Consequence 
(Behavioral).

Ortiz said his religious expression during 
his youth showed greater strength in the 
Ideological and Behavioral dimensions, 
and that it was later in life, when 
confronted with the reality of his sexual 
orientation as homosexual, that he 
realized he needed to increase the 
Intellectual dimension of his religious life.

Ortiz said he was seventeen years old 
and soon to enter Bible college to 
become a missionary when he first 
discovered his attraction to those of his 
sex. He said the confusion he 
experienced as Christian and gay 
conflicted with the Ideological dimension 
of his religious life. He had very little 
information on the topic of homosexuality 
in the conservative Bible College he 
attended. He said the agony and inner 
turmoil of his being gay and Christian 
brought on periods of depression and 
suicidal thinking. Ortiz said this is the 
case with many gay Christians around 
the world.

Concerning the majority view of the 
Church towards sexual minorities, Ortiz 
said motivation and conformity are two 
factors that contribute to the rejection of 
homosexuals within the church. Ortiz 
said extrinsically motivated church-goers 
are those who are in the church for the 
social benefits they derive and are not 
generally interested in truth and justice. 
Often this group constitutes the majority. 
Ortiz said research shows that prejudice, 
racism and maladjustment factor highly 
among those who are extrinsically 
motivated. Quoting Sara Savage of 
Cambridge University, Ortiz said pastors 
and lay leaders should encourage the 
extrinsically motivated to "seek to enable 
the healthy, truth-oriented aspects of a 
person's faith to gradually take 
ascendancy over any defensive 
purposes lurking behind religious faith."

Ortiz said due to his desire to conform, 
he could not, while in Bible college, allow 
himself to seriously consider some 
literature he had read which called for 
the inclusion and acceptance of 
homosexuals within the church. Ortiz 
named the six factors that contribute to 
conformity within groups and said the 
church has all six factors. 

He said studies do show that minorities 
can change the view of the majority 
through dialogue and by their own 
behavior style. 

Ortiz said this is why he and his partner 
are here in India dialoguing with 
Christians. Ortiz said the majority will 
reconsider its rejection of homosexuals 
when they see the homosexual's face, 
hear their voice, and see the love of God 
and the peace of God in them. 

Rev. Parelli, speaking to Christian youth lay 
leaders in India on being an Inclusive Church, 
says the Church must move towards welcoming 
the LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender) community
Reporting from the conference grounds,
Thursday, July 7, 2011
By Rev. Steve Parelli
In the second session of the first day of the Young Lay Leaders' Conference, sponsored by Trivandrum Theological 
Forum, Amirtham Ecumenical Trust and Other Sheep, Rev. 
Steve Parelli, Executive Director of Other Sheep, using the medium of PowerPoint, presented a paper on "An Inclusive 
Community or What the Church in India Must Consider 
Towards Becoming a Welcoming and Affirming Church for 
LGBT people."
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TTF attendees listening to Steve Parelli's session at

the Young Christian Lay Leaders Conference, 

Kerala, India, July 7, 2011 
Before presenting his paper, Parelli gave an overview of his 
life as a gay Christian from his teen years to his mid-life adult 
years when, at that time, he accepted himself as gay and 
Christian. Parelli introduced his husband Jose Ortiz who is 
presenting on the second day of the conference. They were 
married, he said, in the USA, in the state of California, on 
August 25, 2009.

In the first part of his presentation, Parelli said the church 
needs to have an understanding of its own history of 
exclusion and make whatever correctives are necessary. 
Quoting Dr. George Nalunnakkal of the Malankara Jacobite 
Syrian Orthodox Church, Parelli said, "India's traditional 
silence on 'sexuality' is nothing but a celebrated myth. In 
fact, the Indian mind had always engaged sexuality in a very 
open and radical manner. It was, in fact the colonizers who 
had brought to India their 'values' and ethos, which 
suppressed the Indian tradition."

In his second part, Parelli said the church needs to 
understand what 'grid' the church is using when reading the 
Bible. Is it an inclusive grid, or a discriminating grid; is it 
culturally and socially subservient or subversive. Parelli said 
the church should be open to radical and critical thinking in 
moving towards inclusiveness.

Parelli said he moved from "thinking Biblically" to "thinking 
critically" when he awoke one day to the thought, "What if 
the church is wrong?" He called this his "first epiphany" in 
moving towards accepting himself as a gay man. He said his 
"second epiphany" came when he realized Romans 1:26, 27 
- the "against nature" passage - was not about him. He said 
it was an intellectually violent upheaval, an about-face when 
he came to the realization that "nothing in Romans 1 is about 
me." 

In his third part, Parelli talked about the church's need for a 
love ethic. Parelli said James B. Nelson, professor of 

Christian Ethics at United theological Seminary, Minneapolis 

(from 1963-1995), makes the claim that there is no biblical 

sex ethic, only a love ethic; that, for example, "there is no 

explicit prohibition" in the Bible on premarital sex between consenting adults.

Parelli said the religious leaders of Jesus' day "narrowed the 
love of God until it included only themselves" whereas Jesus 
had "widened the love of God until it reached out to all men" 
[William Barclay].
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A PowerPoint frame from Steve Parelli's presentation,

the Young Christian Lay Leaders Conference,

Kerala, India, July 7, 2011. 

Parelli, making reference to David Myers and Letha 
Scanzoni (What God Has Joined Together), said we are 
social beings with the innate desire to belong. Parelli noted 
that Mr. Shyam Divan in Voices Against 377, said 
"Homosexuals suffer tremendous psychological harm. Fear 
of discrimination leads to a concealment of true identity."

An American-African civil rights activist of the 50's and 60's, 
once told Parelli that the African-American, rejected openly 
by society, had his church and his family as a place where 
he could go and belong, but not so for the homosexual who 
often experiences rejection by society, his family and the 
church, and has nowhere to go.

Parelli concluded that "the reign of God on earth" is what 
Jesus demonstrated in his crossing social boundaries and in 
his disruption of the "habitual arrangement of things." 


"Jesus' teachings and actions were subversive," said Parelli. 
"He freed things and people."
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TTF attendee looking at Kenyan Coming Out Stories: 'Creating Communities of Listeners', one of four papers on faith and homosexuality by Rev. Steve Parelli distributed at the Young Christian Lay Leaders Conference.

Kerala, India, July 7, 2011.

Other Sheep is a multi-cultural, ecumenical Christian ministry that works worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith traditions.

"...connecting people with people and people with resources..."
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