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New OSA (Other Sheep Afrika) ZIMBABWE Coordinator Announced 
On September 13, Rev. Kimindu, President of OSA, announced the new appointment of Rev. Maxwell Mwale as Coordinator for Other Sheep Afrika-Zimbabwe.
In his email-announcement, Kimindu said: "I know Rev. Maxwell Mwale well, having attended with him the MCC Retreat (REVM) in Pretoria, South Africa in 2008 and being licensed together as MCC Ministers. He has what it takes to be a Coordinator for OSA in Zimbabwe."
You can reach Rev. Mwale through his email at maxmapojill@hotmail.com 
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GALCK and OTHER SHEEP AFRIKA (OSA) FORM PARTNERSHIP
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Rev. Kimindu

By Rev. Michael Kimindu,
OSA President,

Nairobi, Kenya

(Published by permission)
Other Sheep Africa has at last signed a Memorandum of Understanding with GALCK to formally work together as equal partners.  While pending registration, GALCK will officially act as the Fiscal Sponsor for OSA. What this means is that donors can send money to OSA through GALCK

for accountability
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SAME NAME; SHARED VISION; DIFFERENT ORGANIZATIONS
By Rev. Steve Parelli
Executive Director
Other Sheep 

In March of 2011, when Other Sheep Afrika (OSA) was newly formed, breaking away from Other Sheep, no longer in a formal relationship with Other Sheep, OSA kept in its name "other sheep."
When Rev. Kimindu and I first met in the summer of 2007, he shared with me that "other sheep," the name of our organization, was a title he had already been drawn to himself, having, like us, taken interest in it from Christ's own words.
As the chairperson and legal mind of our Other Sheep board, Gordon Herzog has reported, "other sheep" as a title or name is up for grabs; as a text from the Bible, anyone can make a claim to it. (Of course our logo of Jesus and the rainbow sheep, for which we have Victor Bracuto to thank, is uniquely ours.)
So, yes, we have the same name but we are two separate organizations. I kind of like Other Sheep Afrika adopting the name they did - taking it from the Bible, not from us. After all, Other Sheep's history in Africa is uniquely tied to what is now Other Sheep Afrika. 
We rejoice for our part in what is now Other Sheep Afrika, but we rejoice more in Rev. Kimindu, the man in East Africa with whom we were able to partner who was already, before our being in East Africa, speaking out and teaching about LGBT inclusion. And he made a few enemies in Kenya in doing so. When we (Jose and I) came along, Kimindu found in us the friendship, co-laborers he was hoping for.

Our two organizations continue now in the same friendship, with the same heart for LGBT ministries . . . and even with the same name . . . other sheep. . . . . though we are two separate organizations.

[image: image9.png]







Other Sheep
16768 Old Jamestown Road
Florissant, Missouri 63034
sparelli2002@yahoo.com
718-360-0884

Dear Other Sheep Friend,
In this issue, we have published, along with the headline report, two memos from Rev. Michael Kimindu, President of Other Sheep Afrika. Our friendship and commitment to work together - now as OSA and OS - continues to flourish, for which I am grateful.

I am happy to report that since its inception in March of 2011, Other Sheep Afrika and Other Sheep Afrika-Kenya, both formerly associated with Other Sheep (since 2007 and 2008), but now completely independent, have continued to grow in their ministry and outreach. The new appointment of a Zimbabwe Coordinator, the newly formed GALCK-OSA partnership, and the recent all-day workshop of Sept. 26 demonstrate the growth and continued work of OSA.

We at Other Sheep thank OSA (Other Sheep Afrika) for their vision, work and friendship.
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Steve

Rev. Steve Parelli

Executive Director

Other Sheep
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45 Religious Leaders Attend "Dialogue on Human Sexuality and Faith," Naivasha, Kenya, Sept 26, 2011
Source: In an open email from Rev. John Makokha to Queer Talk; John Makokha is Chief Executive Officer of Other Sheep Afrika-Kenya
Editor's Note: Other Sheep Afrika-Kenya, formerly Other Sheep Kenya and closely associated with Other Sheep, became completely independent of Other Sheep in March 2011; Rev. Michael Kimindu is President of Other Sheep Afrika (OSA). We are happy to report here OSA's ongoing ministry.
The Other Sheep Afrika-Kenya team travelled to Naivasha, Kenya, on September 26, 2011 to facilitate a one-day workshop on "Dialogue on Human Sexuality and Faith: Unlocking the Truth" for 45 religious leaders drawn from diverse denominational backgrounds. Five United Methodist ministers from the local area attended. Their national leader, however, who was around the venue of the workshop, avoided the function.
Rev. Michael Kimindu, President of Other Sheep Afrika, facilitated on human sexuality and the Bible. He said the biggest problem is the way religious leaders misinterpret the Bible, especially Bible-time traditions which have no relevance in modern times. Religious leaders should avoid literal interpretations of the Bible which can cause spiritual violence and suffering for LGBTI people in Kenya and the world. He told religious leaders to follow the wonderful example of our Lord Jesus Christ who never condemned, rejected and hated anyone including his enemies.
Rev. John Makokha, Chief Executive Officer of Other Sheep Afrika-Kenya facilitated on the vision and mission of Other Sheep Afrika-Kenya and deconstructed the seven clobber passages of the Bible. He showed the religious leaders DVD clips on "Seven Passages: The stories of Gay Christians" and "Anyone and Everyone". The objective of the showings was to give religious leaders an opportunity to see and hear moving stories from gay Christians and their parents on how the church/society has misunderstood them and continued to isolate and persecute them. He told the participants to read beyond the Bible, especially the Bill of Rights in the constitution of Kenya, psychology and research materials on issues of sexuality.
Akinyi Ocholla, Chair Minority Women in Action and Trustee of Other Sheep Afrika-Kenya facilitated on the scientific aspect of sexual orientation. The religious leaders really struggled to reconcile the scientific aspect of sexual orientation and their old belief of homosexuality as an "abomination".
Educational materials on human sexuality and science, deconstruction of the clobber passages, brochures and reflection on sexual mores of the Leviticus were distributed.
The participants requested Other Sheep Afrika-Kenya to come up with a resource center so that they can enroll and study deeply on issues of human sexuality, faith and science.
This seminar was made possible by a grant from Foundation of Open Society Institute.
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