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Joseph Stalnaker joins Other Sheep as Missioner to the Pennsylvania German community
Go to his OS website
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Joseph Stalnaker

Joseph Stalnaker is a descendant of German Lutheran, Amish, 
Mennonite and Quaker colonial immigrants. He was raised in a 
Fundamental Baptist preacher's home, and has served as an 
Assistant Pastor of a Baptist church near Cleveland, Ohio.
He holds a Graduate of Theology Degree from Sturgis Bible 
Institute in Sturgis, Michigan.
His life experiences include: Fathering four children; living for 
seven years as a member of the Old German Baptist Brethren 
Church; working in retail management, working as a carpenter 
and chairmaker, and working as a FedEx courier.
He now resides with his partner Forrest Moyer in southeastern 
Pennsylvania and worships with the Religious Society of Friends
OS announces two new advisory board members: Jesper Svartvik and Dr. Nicole Slee 
Professor Jesper Svartvik, who distributes his time evenly between the University of Lund 
(Sweden) and the Swedish Theological Institute (Jerusalem), has accepted to join the OS Board 
of Advisers. So has 
Dr. Nicola Slee
, an outstanding 
feminist theologian, writer and editor based in Birmingham, England, where she teaches at The 
Queen's Foundation for Ecumenical Theological Education.
In memory of Alice Kitchen, former board member of Other Sheep.
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Alice Kitchen. Spring of 2006. St. Louis OS Board of Directors meeting. 

Photo by Steve Parelli
Alice Dean Kitchen, M.D. Born September 12, 1927 and died May 2, 2011. Life companion of Georgia Binnington. Alice served as a Medical Missionary in Multan, Pakistan, returned to the states to do her residency in Psychiatry and for many years was at St. Louis University as a practicing physician and professor. "Words cannot describe this remarkable woman." Alice was a beloved member of the OS board of directors until 2007 at which time failing health prevented her from continuing to serve.
Make a donation in appreciation for the Executive Director
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Rev Steve Parelli, OS Exec Dir

Other Sheep is a volunteer organization. The Executive Director works full time on a volunteer basis and receives an honorarium as funds are designated for that purpose. The Executive Director came on board with Other Sheep in 2005. Since 2008 the Executive Director has not received an honorarium of any amount. If you would like to express your appreciation to him by giving a gift designated to the Executive Director, you can do so by CLICKING HERE.

Photo: Phewa (Fewa) Lake, Pokhara, Nepal. August 31, 2011. By Steve Parelli

The Year in Review 

· 2011 ANNUAL WORLD-WIDE REGION REPORTS

· 2011 NEW PERSONNEL WITH OTHER SHEEP

· OS BOARD OF DIRECTORS HONORED WITH EMERITUS STATUS

"There is no power out of the church that could sustain slavery an hour, if it were not sustained in it"
-Albert Barnes
Minister of the First Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia from 1830-1867
Dear Other Sheep Friend,
Monday, while visiting Colonial Williamsburg, Virginia, Jose and I, reading a plaque commemorating the 1777 "Act Establishing Religious Freedom" in Virginia, were reminded again how fortunate we are to live in a country where an establishment of religion and the state cannot legally be wedded. 
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Plaque commemorating religious freedom in Virginia. The commemorative plaque is displayed on the walls of the Burton Parish Church, Colonial Williamsburg, VA (Episcopalian)

Even so, there are those in America who would (and already have by state amendments) impose their religious beliefs as the "law of the land" in matters of civil rights as it pertains to marriage equality. (For just one example, view this film documentary on the Mormon church and Proposition 8.)
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Burton Parish Church (Episcopalian), Colonial Williamsburg, VA, where the commemorative plaque on religious freedom in Virginia is found.

Uganda and Nigeria are present examples where the civil rights of the LGBT minority are limited on the basis of the religious beliefs of the heterosexual majority. Yet, not all religious leaders (be they Jewish, Christian or Muslim) are in agreement that marriage equality and the homosexual lifestyle are in conflict with belief in God. Where true liberty is the objective, government has the obligation to protect the free exercise of all its people in matters of belief and practice, including minorities who may adobt a belief and practice different from the majority.

Since its inception in 1992, Other Sheep has, in good conscience and by disciplined academics and Biblical scholarship, shown how, in our opinion, Christianity is not in conflict with a homosexual lifestyle. While respecting the individual rights of those who would differ, I find it un-American, inhumane, and contrary to worldwide human rights principles, for heterosexuals, based on their understanding of God, to limit the civil rights of homosexuals through the enactment of laws and constitutional amendments.
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Ugandan LGBT human rights activist and martyr David Kato, left, with Steve Parelli discussing the interfacing of religious freedom and human rights, Kampala, Uganda, 2007
The UN, in its November 17 historic report (released on Dec. 15) on LGBT human rights violations cites, in its section "Applicable international standards and obligations," the right to religious freedom as a basic human right. 

While the emphasis of the UN study is on discrimination based on sexual orientation, I would like to highlight that discrimination against homosexuals is by-and-large, as I have observed it, rooted in a discrimination against others based on religion. This abridgement of religious freedom through the enactment of civil laws by the heterosexual majority in America, Uganda and Nigeria, strikes at the very core of Western liberties and ideals where the state and religion are each separate in their sphere of operation and office of authority. For America, Uganda or Nigeria to enact laws against homosexuals based in a sacred text of "thus saith the Lord" (the Torah, the Koran, the New Testament or some other) is the height of religious discrimination. It is an immense step backwards in the progress of human dignity. Each individual has the God-given right to live before his or her Creator according to one's own understanding of God and what God may or may not be saying.

Rev Stephen Parelli

Other Sheep Executive Director

Williamsburg Plantation, Williamsburg, Virginia
December 27 & 28, 2011

Other Sheep Latinas/os in the USA Annual Report 

[image: image8.jpg]



Thomas Bigelow

Rev. Thomas Bigelow, Coordinator for OS Latinas/os in the USA

CLICK HERE for the full report

" . . . I met Verlin Byers who was a missionary to Brazil and he volunteered to work with me for an outreach to LGBT folks from Brazil. He is fluent in Portuguese." -- TB
Tom reports on:

· His trip to Bogota, Colombia

· His trip to Buenos Aires, Argentina

· His visit with Rev. Steve Parelli in New York City

· His attendance at the Evangelicals Concerned conference in Oakland

· His meeting with the Episcopal Hispanic/Latino Ministries Conference, North Carolina

· Verlin Byers, former missionary to Brazil, joins Tom as a volunteer in working with LGBT Latinas/as USA

Other Sheep Coordinator for Europe Annual Report 

Kjeld Renato Lings, PhD, Coordinator for OS Europe

CLICK HERE for full report
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K. Renato Lings

'Everywhere I went [in Argentina and Uruguay] I mentioned my forthcoming Spanish book. The news was greeted with 
enthusiasm.'' - RL 

Renato reports on:

· His trip to Argentina and Uruguay
· Conferences attended and speaking opportunities

1. Gave paper on "The Victim of Sodom" at an international conference for theologians at University of Lund

2. Society for Old Testament Study (UK), Oxford, England.

3. European Student Christian Federation, Denmark. Gave the opening lecture and conducted a workshop

4. Other audiences included Danish Quakers and the interreligious Forum of Copenhagen

· Publication of his book The Bible & Homosexuality: Did the Translators Get it Wrong? in Spanish

· His recruitment of two new advisory board members (see related article)

· His current projects and concerns

Other Sheep Coordinator for Latin America Annual Report 
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John Doner

John Doner, Coordinator for OS Latin American

CLICK HERE for the full report

"Additionally, the Jalisco state government (capital, Guadalajara) HIV-AIDS agency has purchased 80 copies of Dios nos ha hecho libres (The Children Are Free) for training of its staff - this in one of the most religiously conservative states in the country!" - JD
John Reports on:

· Assisting Tom Hanks in the preparation of the Spanish and English versions of Tom's two new books

· The Spanish publication of The Children Are Free (Dios nos ha hecho libres) and its distribution in Latin America)

· Update on the status of OS Coordinators for Latin America

· Website Update & How email Requests for Information and Counseling are Handled.

· Potential Ministry Leaders in Various Latin American Countries

· Request for Prayers for the Ministry

· Remembering his first meeting with Steve Parelli and Jose Ortiz

Other Sheep Correspondent for Thailand Reports on his 2011 Thailand activities 

Rev. Dr. Kenneth Dobson OS Correspondent for Thailand 

CLICK HERE for the full report
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Kenneth Dobson.

"A Buddhist abbot and I were supposed to 
lead the walk, but he didn't show up, and as the march began, all the Buddhist novices and 
priests were pulled out of the parade. They went on without us. But that led to me 'addressing' 
the Buddhists on the subject . . . " -KD
Ken reports on:

· His speaking opportunities at World AIDS Day 2010 and 2011 in Bangkok

· His writing of several articles for the gay press

· A "Walk for the Right to Safety" and the Buddhists' last minute pull out of support

· Thailand's first Christian wedding of a lesbian couple officiated by Ken

· Volunteer Plus, an international NGO that provides equal opportunities for people impacted by HIV-AIDS to participate in international voluntary service

· His ad-hoc guest house, gay center and safe-house in the town area of where he lives

· His unofficial ministry with LGBTQ people at Payap University

Other Sheep board member Stan Kimer reports on his visit to Kenya and Rwanda 
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Stan Kimer

CLICK HERE for the full report

"They came with a sincere desire to learn about this 'new teaching' as they called it. I believe God is moving in the hearts of religious leaders in Africa . . . " -SK
Stan reports on:

· In Kenya -- His visits and time with Rev. Kimindu (MCC pastor and President of Other Sheep Africa), Pastor Joseph Nyaisa (MCC) and Rev John Makokha (Other Sheep Afrika-Kenya director); and more . . .

· In Rwanda -- His visits and time with Elie Gasana (Other Sheep Africa country coordinator for Rwanda and the Dem. Rep of the Congo); and more . . . 

Executive Director Steve Parelli and Coordinator Jose Ortiz report on their trip to India, Singapore and Nepal
----------------------------------------------------------
This 2011 Asia project to India, Singapore and Nepal was made possible by a grant from the E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Foundation and gifts from individual donors
-------------------
Excerpt from Steve and Jose's India webpage report: "Sam L. Sone (in photo at left)[image: image18.jpg]


, General Editor of the translation and Chairperson of 
Trivandrum Theological Forum (TTF), called the new publication "the starting point and the platform" from which theologians, church leaders, theological students and the church in general in Kerala 
will now discuss the question of Christianity and same-sex 
relationships." -SP & JO from their website
CLICK HERE for the full India-Singapore-Nepal report as presented to the annual board meeting, Nov. 11., 2011. (Document form, print version)

Steve and Jose's webpage reports (with photos):
· India 2011 webpage report
· Singapore 2011 webpage report
· Nepal 2011 webpage report
Human interest stories on their Asia 2011 trip by Steve and Jose:

· A "husband and husband act" at the Kannur (Kerala, India) railroad station CLICK HERE
· The Roman Catholic sister of Kottayam (Kerala, India) who openly helped distribute sexual minority literature CLICK HERE
· Our last hours in Kottayam (Kerala, India): a police officer intimidates us and our stopover in Ernakulum CLICK HERE
· We are the unseen outcasts within the church (Jose's conversation with a Christian Indian while in flight from JFK to Dubai) CLICK HERE
· How a news release led to a significant meeting with a conservative religious leader in Kerala, India CLICK HERE
· The evangelical straight Malaysian in Nepal who surprised us CLICK HERE 

· The Singapore question: Why are evangelicals stuck at rejecting gays? CLICK HERE
· Ostracism in Nepal - The long arm of evangelical spiritual persecution reaches Kathmandu CLICK HERE
· Jose Ortiz comments on Other Sheep's 2011 visit to Nepal CLICK HERE
Emeritus status granted to three retiring OS Board of Directors members
By Rev. Steve Parelli

Williamsburg, VA

December 27, 2011

At our November 11, 2011 annual board of directors meeting, the Very Rev. J. C. Michael Allen and Rev. Priscilla Allen announced their decision to presently retire from the board of directors. They join Peg Atkins who announced a year ago that she would retire from the board of directors on December 31, 2012.

All three expressed their need to retire on account of their age.

The board voted to grant each the status of board member emeritus
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Founding board member emeritus Peg Atkins (center) with Jose 

Ortiz (left) and Steve Parelli (right). 

Nov. 11, 2011, at the home of Gordon Herzog, St. Louis, MO. 
OS annual Board of Directors meeting
Peg Atkins has served as a founding board member since 1992. Her husband, Doug, also served as a board member. The 2000 Summer OS Newsletter reported:

The Atkins became involved in a myriad of activities after the death of their son, Thomas, in 1987. He told them just ten days before his death that he had AIDS and was gay. Since then, the Atkins have worked tirelessly to end discrimination against sexual minorities. Among their many activities include working as founding members of the National Presbyterian AIDS Network and the St. Louis AIDS Interfaith Funeral Assistance Committee. They are active in the Privacy Rights Education Project (PREP) and Other Sheep Multicultural Ministries with Sexual Minorities. They are also working to amend the civil rights codes of Kirkwood to include sexual orientation and are currently conducting outreach to African Americans who might want to join PFLAG.
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OS Board of Directors members emeritus Rev. Priscilla Allen (center left) and the Very Right Rev. J. C. Michael Allen (center right) 
with Steve Parelli (far left) and Jose Ortiz (far right). 

Nov. 11, 2011 at the home of Gordon Herzog, St. Louis, MO. 
OS annual meeting of the Board of Directors 
Priscilla Allen joined the board (I believe) at some point following her husband's joining the board.

Michael Allen has served since 2002: see the Other Sheep Newsletter that announced his coming on board and gave this bio --

"Dean Allen served as rector of St. Marks in the Bowery, Dean of Berkeley Divinity School at Yale and Dean of Christ Church Cathedral, St. Louis. Dean Allen has a long record of service in justice ministries - Vietnam, women's issues, aids, glbts. Now, he and his wife, the Rev. Priscilla Allen, are deeply involved in the Oasis project in the Diocese of Missouri (Episcopal) 
establishing open and affirming congregations"
Other Sheep is a multicultural, ecumenical Christian ministry working worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith traditions.

" . . . connecting people with people and people with resources . . . "
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